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The Institute of Traffic Accident 

Investigators Bears Arms 
or 

How members of the Middlesex Heraldry Society 
were instrumental in a granting of arms 

by 

Roger Matthews 
Round about 1992 my good friend Ian Mackenzie who is a 
council member of the Institute of Traffic Accident 
Investigators asked me to come up with a few designs for 
a logo or badge for the Institute. Although my heart was not 
in it I produced half a dozen or so tentative designs. 
However, after studying them the Council decided that they 
were not sufficiently prestigious and did not meet with their 
requirements. Their next step was to approach an Art 
College (with a donation) but with a similar lack of success. 
1 remembered what Pete Taylor had said about the 
directorate of his son's firm which decided that it needed a 
grand corporate image and went 'commercial' ignoring 
Pete's advice to seek a grant of arms. The result was that 
the capital letter of their heading was redesigned and 
tinctured vert at a cost of about £90,000. Relating this story 
to Ian I suggested that the ITAI should apply for a grant of 
arms as you cannot get more prestigious than that! To Ian's 
surprise his proposal was readily accepted by the Council 
(11th May 1994) and he was asked to form a sub-committee 
to make the necessary arrangements. I was asked to give 
what assistance I could and their formal request was sent to 
the College of Arms on 24th May. 
Henry Paston Bedingfeld, York Herald, became the 
agent and a memorial was despatched to the Earl Marshal on 
9th May 1995. Incidentally, a group or body requiring arms 
must have been in existence for at least twenty years. In the 
case of ITAI however, having studied their constitution and 
membership, the College acknowledged that the Institute was 
made up of professional people all of whom were well 
qualified and had spent many years in their profession. 
Ian then came to me with some ideas for a coat of arms 
having discussed the matter at the College with Henry. With 
these together with some of my own and Ian's ideas I 
designed a coat which I tinctured in various combinations. 
These were then presented to the Council and preferences 
obtained. I accompanied Ian and one of his colleagues to 
another meeting with Henry when we decided upon a coat 
which was then blazoned. (Whilst we were at the College I 
took Les Pierson's advice and asked Henry if he would 
show us Bath Book which he readily did). 

The Institute of Traffic Accident Investigators was 
informed on 2nd July 1996 that Garter had approved the 
arms, crest and badge and that the Institute could use them 
forthwith pending the preparation of the letters patent. 

The blazon from York Herald has now been received:-
Arms - Argent Gutty de Sang and de Poix two lions 
combatant Gules on a chief potenty Sable a key fesswise 
wards to the dexter Or surmounted by an open book Argent 
edged Gold bearing the words FESTINA LENTE Sable. 
Crest - Upon a helm a circlet potenty on the upper edge Or 
issuing therefrom an eagle's head Sable beaked Or langued 
Gules furnished with a High Court Judge's wig proper. 
Mantling - Gules doubled Argent. 
Motto - HONESTAS ET INTEGRITAS 
Badge - A key wards upwards and outwards and a quill point 
downwards in saltire enfiling a circlet potenty on the upper 
edge Or. 
An explanation of the charges is as follows;-

Arms - The gouttes of the field represent drops of blood and 
pitch, tar or oil all too frequently mixed together at the scene 
of a road traffic accident. The field is Argent and appropriate 
for a concrete road surface. The two lions combatant 
represent two drivers after an accident or the opposing sides 
in litigation as the case is argued through the Courts. 



The chief Sable (Latin - Sabulum or gravel) again represents 
a tarmac, bitumen or gravel road surface. The potent line 
(French - potent - crutch) alludes to the support offered by 
members of the Institute to litigants. The horizontal lines 
are reminders of the accepted method of showing a single 
tyre mark on a plan of an accident, viz. 

The book represents learning, study and reporting 
FESTINA LENTE translates as 'hasten slowly'; a 
prerequisite of all good forensic investigations. The key 
denotes the 'unlocking of secrets' upon investigation - and 
note that the ward reflects the potent line of the chief. 

Crest - The crest apart from the potent crown was entirely 
Henry's idea. It combines the eagle eye of the investigator 
with the Judge's wig as a symbol of justice. 

Motto - This has been adopted because on several 
occasions members of the legal profession (one - a High 
Court judge) had commented on the ITAI as being a body 
that stands for honesty and integrity. 
How better to close than to quote from a letter received by 
the ITAI magazine from "a well known and respected 
heraldic expert" and dated 20 August 1996. Many thanks 
for your welcome letter and copies of the arms of the 
Institute of Traffic Accident Investigators which I 
think are both very apt and heraldically splendid. I 
particularly like the two lions about to engage in duffing 
each other up, the drops of blood and the legal eagle. The 
composition just shows that heraldry can be fun whilst at 
the same time adhering to mediaeval ideas of recognition 
and pomp - altogether 1 like it - congrats. I cannot think 
of a better way to describe heraldic road rage! 

Hengrave Hall or a Visit to the Bar 
by Rita Titterton (nee Barnes) 

We set off early on Friday [8th November] with the 
intention of a quick visit to relatives in Cambridge, but we 
encountered a two month old second cousin we didn't 

realise existed and spent longer baby cuddling than we had 
intended. When we finally arrived at Hengrave Hall, just 
before the dinner bell, we encountered Mr Brown and 
Mr Kirby who very kindly guided us - in completely the 
wrong direction; however the staff at Hengrave soon put us 
right. 
Steve Slater's idea for the week-end was a coming 
together of like-minds, all with the intention of having a 
good time with a bit of heraldry on the side. So after supper 
and a short talk by Sister Maureen about the Hall and its 
purpose, Herr Arnold Rabbow gave a thought provoking 
talk on the Lions of England, in which he propounded the 
theory that Otto IV of Germany, the favoured nephew of 
Richard I, took them and that Richard himself had taken 
them from the German state of Swabia. Much interesting 
and stimulating discussion ensued particularly at the 

suggestion by 
Arnold that the 
supposed arms of 
the Plantagenet, 
Geoffrey of 
Anjou, from his 
funeral plate in Le 
Mans actually 
shows eight lions 
four, two and two. 
[Neubecker does 
not agree and in 
discussing the 
drawings of two 
figures says The 
two men bearing 
shields are the 
earliest evidence 

of the transferring of arms from a man to his descendants. 
The knight with the narrower shield is Geoffrey 
Plantagenet; the likeness is from the enamel portrait at Le 
Mans, painted in 1151. The knight with the shorter shield 
is William Longspee. He was in fact Geoffrey's 
illegitimate grandchild. His arms are not only shown on 
his tomb, but are also recorded in colour by Matthew 
Paris. Both the tomb and Matthew Paris confirm that his 
shield contains six lions. Eds] 
Saturday morning - up early to the sounds of the country 
and a guided tour of the Hall and its environs by Bunny 
Henwood. Unfortunately, I was forced to study and lie 
down for a bit. I am in training for the next Olympics and 
am a Gold medal contender in the 'sleeping for my Country' 
event; so I missed all the fun. After lunch, with pre-
prandial libations in the Greengage 
Room - the bar to you, we had a 
breathtaking display by the noted 
robe makers, Ede & Ravenscroft. 
With one million pounds of insurance 
already sponsored we were able to 
spend a very pleasant, yet exciting, 
afternoon trying on Heralds' tabards, 
various robes of state including those 
of Garter Knights and High Court 
Judges complete with full-bottomed wigs. We were joined 
for this session by the Suffolk Heraldry Society including 
Sir Edmund Paston-Bedingfeld Bt. although most 
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people were not aware of his presence. The other occupants 
of the Hall were drawn, like flies, to the robes and were 
obviously fascinated by them - even one of the cleaners 
wandered through! 
The evening, again approached from the bar, led to a 
wonderful series of slides of the coats of arms on display at 
Lancaster Castle, currently a prison. These were followed 
by more slides of items of heraldic interest in the 
surrounding area. To say that Derek Walkden and his 
team from the Lancashire Heraldry Society are well 
organised and busy is an understatement - we could all 
learn from their enthusiasm. 
Remembrance morning started with, if we wished, a mass at 
8.00am in the church. After breakfast, Col. lain 
Swinnerton of the Birmingham & Midland Society for 
Genealogy and Heraldry and also President of the 
Federation of Family History Societies gave a brief run 
down of the newly acquired arms of the Federation which 
will not be formally granted until April. Col. Swinnerton 
is stepping down then but not, as usual at the AGM but at 
midnight which will allow him a few hours in which to 
impale his own arms with those of the Federation - a nice 
touch. This was followed by a lecture, nay, slide show, 
nay, impromptu hilarity from our very own Pete Taylor. 
His view of his own kind of heraldry left us all in stitches. 
However some serious points were made - I just can't 
remember what they were! We stopped what we were 
doing at 11.00am to observe the two minutes silence and for 
tributes to "the fallen" from Ron Brown and David 
Waterton-Anderson. And so for a last session before 
lunch in that most popular of places - the bar. 
After lunch we made our farewells and slowly, one by one 
or two by two we departed - leaving Hengrave Hall a 
quieter and more tranquil place. But we were all happier 
for our brief sojourn in such peaceful surroundings - with 
those like minds. Thanks, Steve, let's do it again. 

Our Hero, Steve Slater 

Arms of Kytson or Kitson are: Sable three lucies 
haurient in fess Argent on a chief Or 
a lion rampant Sable between two 
pellets upon the dexter a martlet & 
upon the sinister an anchor palewise 
both Or. [These arms can be seen in 
tinctures on stone over the main 
doorway and were used by 
Sir Thomas Kytson the Elder. 
Sir Thomas the Younger used 
similar arms but without any charges 
on the chief Or. The Kytsons lived at Hengrave from 
1525 to 1602 when it passed down through the female side 
of the family until it was sold to a Mr Lysaght in 1894] 

Arms of Barnes are: Azure two 
bendlets bevilled Argent between two 
fleur-de-lys bendwise Argent. 
Arms of Slater are: Or three pairs of 
rooks wings conjoined in lure points 
upwards Sable between six cross 
crosslets Vert. 
Arms of Ede & Ravenscroft are: 
Or three coronation robes those in 
chief of a Duke and that in base of a 
Baron all proper. 
[We are indebted to Roland Symonds for the splendid chart, 
displaying the arms of the families connected with 
Hengrave and of the armigerous visitors, from which the 
arms illustrating this article have been taken - Eds] 

Did You Know? 
According to Scott-Giles in Motley Heraldry there 
is no such thing as a bat in heraldry and the correct 
designation of this nocturnal animal is rere-mouse. 
Papworth lists neither bat nor reremouse but the former 
does appear as Beasts - Bat and Beasts - 3 Bats. Burke 
mentions reremouse as an alternative to bat whilst, 
interestingly, Fairbairn makes no mention of reremouse 
but does say that a bat is always depicted as displayed. 

Boutell lists not only bat and reremouse 
but also flittermouse. The last is 
obviously in line with the German - Die 
Fledermaus - (the flying mouse). The 
Bate family are one of the very few to 
bear arms depicting these creatures and 
is therefore, the blazon or three bats 
sable, a canting coat of arms? 

Who or What? 
Unfortunately none of our readers 
had the courage to submit an 
illustration of the blazon in the 
December Seaxe so one of your 
Editors has had to do it for herself. 
Another proof that heraldry can 
laugh at itself. 

The Oxford Tube - Corrigendum 
How we wish we had the "brass neck" to claim that this was 
our deliberate mistake in a particular issue - but no, it was a 
genuine error pointed out to us by John Allen in his 
inimitable way - While in contact may I gently point out 
that Emmanuel College is at Cambridge University! Of 
course, it is, and what we were writing about was 
Magdalen College of Oxford University whose arms were 
shown. Thank you, John. 
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Sir Thomas Kytson 
The Elder 



Militaria No . 13 -
The Gordon Highlanders by Rita Burgess 

The Regiment was raised by the 4th Duke of Gordon, 
aided in a romantic way by his wife, Duchess Jean, to 

become the 92nd (Gordon) 
Highlanders. It was recruited 
mainly in the North East of Scotland 
(Aberdeen shire, Banffshire, and 
Kincardineshire), which is still the 
Regimental area and the majority of 
soldiers in the Regiment still come 

from these parts. The 92nd were to be amalgamated with 
the 75th Stirlingshire Regiment in 1881, but in many 
ways it was a takeover as the links with the North East of 
Scotland predominated. 
The personality of the Regiment stems from the "North East 
Jock". He is a quiet, self-disciplined, well-behaved, well-
mannered, hardy countryman who is slow to rouse. He 
tends to be a shrewd judge of character and accepts people 
for what they are rather than because of who they are. He 
has a strong sense of humour and remains cheerful under 

the most adverse conditions. The 

Gordon Highlander Jock has 
a very strong loyalty to the 
Regiment and a great pride in it, 
and in his own professional 
ability - but it is a quiet, modest 
pride and he does not push 
himself forward. He makes an 
excellent soldier and the 

Gordon Jocks are the envy of all the other Scottish 
Regiments. Years ago, at the Officers' Regimental Dinner 
in London, Brigadier Bernard Fergusson, later Lord 
Ballantrae, was invited as a guest of the Regiment. In his 
speech his opening gambit was to tell those attending that 
he felt the best combination amongst the Highland 
Regiments was to have the Officers of the Black Watch 
commanding the Jocks of the Gordon Highlanders! 
There are many highlights in the history of the Regiment as 
twenty-eight pre First World War battle honours indicate, 
but some notes on major involvements are given below:-

The Peninsula Campaign 1808-1813 

The 92nd Of Foot took part in the retreat to Corunna 
during which they acted as Sir John Moore's bodyguard. 
The Regiment returned to the Peninsula in 1810 
distinguishing itself at Almara, Vittoria, Fuentes D'Onor, 
Arroyo dos Molinos and the Pass of Maya. The Regiment 
was commanded by Lieut. Colonel John Cameron of 
Fassiefern whose letters to his father and Lieut. General 
Sir John Hope then Colonel of the Regiment are 
fascinating. 

The Waterloo Campaign 1815 
The famous charge of the Gordons and the Greys on the 
left flank of Waterloo caught the imagination of the day. 
However the 92nd's main contribution was at Quatre 
Bras, the prelude to the Battle of Waterloo, where the 
Regiment, being one of the first to arrive from Brussels 
after Wellington's early morning start, was ordered to 

hold the cross-roads at Quatre Bras. This was achieved 
although at terrible loss, including that of the CO, 
John Cameron of Fassiefern. Two little stories of this 
period are that at the Duchess of Richmond's Ball on 15th 
June 1815, three days before the battle, the sergeants of the 
92nd gave a demonstration of Scottish reels The other is 
that during the battle itself a Jock, seeing a cannon ball 
rolling along the ground, put out his foot to stop it as if it 
were a football. He was, it is said, very surprised when it 
took his foot off at the ankle! 

Afghanistan 1878 -1881 
The 92nd fought on the North West Frontier of India 
under Lord Roberts and made a very great name for 
themselves at Charasiah, Kabul and Kandahar. It was a 
period during which people serving included such names as 
George White (later to become a Field Marshal and 
holder of a 'double' VC, Ian Hamilton (later a General 
and of Gallipoli fame), W. M. Dick-Cunningham (later 
to earn a VC but to be killed during the defence of 
Ladysmith), Charles Douglas (later to be not only a 
General but Chief of the Imperial General Staff in 1914) 
and, of course, Hector MacDonald (later to become 
Major General Sir Hector MacDonald, 'Fighting 
Mac' - a hero of the Boer War). 

75th Stirlingshire Regiment 
This Regiment was raised by Sir Ralph Abercromby for 

service in India and it served there 
with great distinction being 
granted the Royal Tiger as an 
emblem on the Colours in the 
same way as the 92nd had been 
granted the Sphinx for courageous 
service in Egypt. The 75th 
distinguished itself during the 
Indian Mutiny, particularly at 
Delhi and Lucknow and 

"celebrated" the amalgamation with the 92nd by a verse:-
Here lies the poor old Seventy-Fifth 
But under God's protection 
They'll rise again in kilt and hose 
A glorious resurrection! 
For by the transformation power 
Of Parliamentary laws, 
We go to bed the Seventy-Fifth 
And rise the Ninety-Twa's! 

Dargai 1897 
This battle on the North West Frontier is celebrated every 
year when the Warrant Officers and Sergeants hold a Ball 
for the Officers and their wives. A brief description of the 
action by the 1st Battalion on 20th October 1897 is:- When 
the 2nd Gurkhas made their first rush across the open 
they were met by such a hot and well-aimed fire that all 
they could do was to hold on to the position they had 
reached without being able to advance further. At 2pm 
the Dorsetshire Regiment was ordered to storm the 
enemy's entrenchments but though a few men were able to 
get across the fire-swept zone, an advance was reported to 
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