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Editorial
This year is the bicentenary of the Battle of Trafalgar. Throughout the year across the country
there will be celebrations both on the sea and on land. Some of the main events include a
major exhibition titled ‘Nelson and Napoleon’, which will be on at the National Maritime Museum
at Greenwich from 7th July 2005 until 13th November 2005. The museum has a large collection
of Nelson memorabilia which will be on show. The Royal Navy will of course, be celebrating
throughout the year. Two of the major events they are organising are the ‘International Fleet
Review’ and the ‘International Festival of the Sea’. Navies from 40 other countries are expected
to take part in the Fleet Review which will take place on Tuesday 28th June at Portsmouth. The
International Festival of the Sea is from Thursday 30th June until Sunday 3rd July, also at
Portsmouth. A special remembrance service at St Paul’s Cathedral will take place on Sunday
23rd October.
In this edition of ‘The Seaxe’, to mark this important anniversary we take another look at Lord
Nelson’s familiar coat of arms and be grateful that the pictorial blazons of Isaac Heard and his
contemporaries have been largely forgotten. Nelson’s pedigree from the College of Arms,
confirmed and signed by him three months after losing his right arm is also included. The
writing, although shaky still retains a sense of firmness and determination. I have also included,
for all our Naval Officer members, a plan of the Battle itself.
In the interest of the ‘entente cordiale’ there is some French heraldry. On page 5 is the story of
how the d’Argouges family, the Lords of Gratot, got their war cry. On page 8 there is a full page
coloured illustration of the Mieg arms. These arms were granted by Emperor Frederick III in
1472. The family, now known as Mieg de Boofzheim, today live in the Chateau de Bourmois on
the Loire. I understand it is open to visitors.
There are also other articles which I hope you will find of interest. A couple of members have
promised articles for future editions and more would be most welcome. It has also been
suggested that a regular feature could be on the arms of our armigerous members. I would
welcome the opportunity to publish members arms if and when I receive them.
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The angel.
In March 1465 Edward IV had an
indenture made with Lord Hastings, the
Master of the Mint, to reform the gold
coinage. A new coin, called the Ryal or
Rose Noble was ordered to replace the
‘Noble’. The Ryal was a gold coin and
was equal to 10 shillings. It weighed
120grams. However, since six shillings
and eight pence, the value of the old
Noble, had become the standard
professional fee it was decided to issue a
new gold coin with this value, called the
“angel”. The coin weighed 80 grams.

The reverse of Edward IV’s angel

The ‘angel’ had on the obverse side
St Michael spearing a dragon whilst
on the reverse was a ship
surmounted by a shield of the Royal
arms with a cross issuing from the
top of the shield. Above the cross the
sun with rays radiating outwards.
Beneath the arms of the cross is a
rose on the dexter and a sun on the
sinister. The angel coins issued by
Henry VI to James I were very similar
although James’ angel bore Scotland
and Ireland in the second and third
quarters.
St Michael was renowned as a healer
of the sick and, as Professor Sydney
Anglo says, “…it is very likely that
this coin was minted as the touch
piece, or healing piece, for the ‘King’s
Evil’, to be awarded by the monarch,
on the various occasions set aside
for charitable donation in
the court year”.
The obverse of Edward IV’s angel
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De Mortuo Mari - The Mortimer arms.
The Mortimer arms are one of the most recognisable in the whole of armory. They are also
virtually indescribable in anything but heraldic language – “Barry Or and Azure on a chief of
the first two pallets between two gyrons of the second over all an inescutcheon Argent”.
It is curious how such a coat came about. Scott-Giles suggests
that, with a bit of imagination, the arms allude to the Dead Sea
amid desert sand under a blue sky. This allusion becomes
more plausible when one considers that Mortimer is the
Anglicized form of the Latin ‘De Mortuo Mari’ (literally ‘the
Dead Sea’.)
In the poem of the siege of Caerlaverock, Roger de Mortimer’s
banner is described as:

“…And next Roger de Mortimer,
Who on both sides of the sea
Has borne wherever he went
A shield barry, with a chief paly,
And the corners gyronny,
Emblazoned with gold and with blue,
With the escutcheon voided of ermine”.
In the same year 1300, Roger together with his brother Edmund, appended his seal to the
Baron’s letter to the Pope in response to the Scots appeal to the Papacy for independence.

Seal of Edmund de Mortimer, 1301

Seal of Roger de Mortimer, 1301

The brothers were the sons of Roger de Mortimer and Maud de Braose. Edmund being the
eldest son bore his father’s arms undifferenced. Roger, as can be seen from his seal above
differenced the arms with an ermine escutcheon. Other family members differenced the arms.
Ralph de Mortimer (1307) changed the Azure tincture to Sable. Henry de Mortimer (1307) had a
billetty Sable escutcheon, William (1217) used the Mortimer arms with a bendlet Gules; and
Geoffrey (1217) with a saltire Gules
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The tinctures of Azure and Or are, of course, the same as those of the chequers of the de
Warrennes. This is not surprising considering there was at the earliest times a great affinity
between both families. Indeed according to William Camden the families are related although
this is contradicted in the Complete Peerage. Camden states that the father of the first Roger de
Mortimer was Walterus de Sancto Martino; “…which Walter was brother to William, who had
assumed the surname de Warrena”. Dugdale, in his Baronage of England gives a second
opinion saying that Roger may have been the son of William de Warren. Be that as it may, the
two families were certainly close to each other.

.

Arms of the Marans family, Maine

Arms of the Garnault family, Picardy

The Marans and Garnault families also bore similar arms and in reality the difference in the
arms between these two families is virtually indistinguishable.

It should be noted that the blazon given in the Caerlaverock
poem does not agree with the arms shown on Edmund’s and
Roger’s seal which were attached to the Baron’s letter and are
illustrated above. In the Caerlaverock poem the arms are
blazoned “Barry with a chief paly…” (lescu barree au chief
pale…). The Parliamentary Roll blazons Sir Roger’s as “barre
de or e de azure od le chief…” However, the two seals above
do not show ‘barry’ but ‘three bars’. This seems to indicate that
the number of bars was not important.
Oswald Barron in his classic article on Heraldry in the
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th edition says the Mortimer shield
began as a plane field with a gobony border
Arms of Renaud de Pressigny,
Marshall of France 1270. Anjou.

st

st

For an excellent account of the 1 Earl of March see ‘The Greatest Traitor – The Life of Sir Roger Mortimer, 1 Earl
of March, - Ruler of England 1327-1330’, by Ian Mortimer, (no relation), 2003.
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Words of Wisdom – from Cornwall.
1. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine
2. I am a nobody and nobody is perfect, therefore I am perfect
3. If you’re too open-minded your brains fall out.
Thanks to Gerry and Arthur from Cornwall.

++++++++++++++++

Did You Know…?
…that the first recorded act of the first recorded herald was his failure to recognise a coat of
arms?
Chrétien de Troyes in his poem of the romance of Lancelot, ‘Le Chevalier de la Charette’ written
sometime between 1164 and 1174 places Lancelot on a bed in a poor lodging. His shield is
hung up at the door. A herald enters, barefoot and wearing only a shirt because his coat are
pledged at the tavern. He sees the shield, but – contrary, it is clear, to expectation – is unable to
identify the shield.
‘Heralds & Heraldry in the Middle Ages’, 1956 (Sir) A.R.Wagner, p46.

++++++++++++++++

A Fairy tale?
The lord of Gratot, was on his way
home from a hunt, when his horse,
driven by great thirst, went to a spring
to drink. There the lord discovered a
beautiful young maiden bathing.
Seized with admiration for the beautiful
apparition before him, the knight crept
forward as softly as he could, but he
made a slight noise and the young girl
fled.
The knight, hopelessly in love, came
regularly to the spring hoping to catch
a sight of her again. Many weeks
passed without a glimpse but at last
one evening she appeared. He fell on
his knees and poured out all his
passion for her and asked her to be his
bride. She told the knight that she was
a fairy but agreed to become mortal
and be his bride, but on one condition
only – that he was never to mention
the word “death” in her presence. The
lord agreed. The wedding took place
and seven years of happiness ensued.
One day the Lord of Gratot was
holding a tournament in honour of his
cousin, the Lord of Granville.
The Tour à la Fée (The Fairy Tower)
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The last guests had arrived and the Lord of Gratot was waiting for his lady, as she lingered over
her toilette. At last, his patience exhausted, he went upstairs and as she came out of her
chamber he cried: “Lady, you are so long a-dressing. Do you hope that death will tarry too”?
The fatal word had been spoken. The fairy swayed, let out a piercing cry and vanished through
the window of the tower.
It is said that the unfortunate fairy, being immortal, was doomed to lament eternally over her lost
happiness and that on stormy days she can usually be heard round the château walls moaning
“Death! Death!” Ever since that tragic day, this tower has been called the “Tour à la Fée” (Fairy
Tower). The d’Argouges’ adopted “à la Fée” as their battle cry.

The arms of the d’Argouges were “Quarterly Or and Azure three cinquefoils Gules, 2 and 1.
The crest is the bust of a fairy holding a comb in her dexter hand and a mirror in her sinister
hand. The supporters are two lions rampant.
Chateau de Gratot is in Normandy, a few miles north-west of Countances. For 500 years it
belonged to the d’ Argouges family. They acquired it through the marriage of William
d’Argouges to Jeanne de Granville who brought as a dowry “the fief of Lihou”, which was to be
the cause of an incident during the Hundred Years War. In 1439 Jean d’Argouges sold this fief,
which turns out to be nothing less than the port of Granville, to the king of England, Henry VI, for
what a contemporary chronicler describes as a “chapel de roses vermeilles”, (a garland of red
roses). By this means the English were able to hold in check the French garrison on the Le
Mont Saint-Michel. The help thus afforded to an enemy of France exposed the d’Argouges to
much abuse from Charles VII’s supporters. But in the following century a number of judiciously
arranged marriages re-established the peace.
Subsequently the d’Argouges family made every effort to show themselves loyal to the king of
France. Jean d’Argouges, descendant of the first Jean, for example, discovered a Bourbon plot
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against Frances I. Their hard work paid off and in 1672 Louis d’Argouges was created
Marquess de Ranes.
In 1777 Jean Antoine d’Argouges sold the chateau, which then passed through many hands
finally ending up as outbuildings for a neighbouring farm. It was left to the elements for nearly a
century before volunteers started work in1986 on the laborious task of rescuing it. Work is still
going on. It is now a cultural centre.
++++++++++++++++

In the time of Queen Dick
By Cynthia Lydiard-Cannings
No.16 – KYNASTON OF SHROPSHIRE – PART 2
Eighteen months later, hopes realized, the victorious Edward of York mounted the throne.
Roger Kynaston, whose hopes had died with the Earl his patron, was surprised to find himself
sent for.
"Do you realize how short a time it is" said the king, "since all seemed at an end at Wakefield?
My father and brother killed, my uncle of Salisbury executed. And yet my father's claim has led
me to the throne; and my uncle - he spoke of you once. He said that in any crowd of boys you
were the one he would recognize. Was that a compliment, do you suppose?"
"I do not know, Your Grace. I hope so. He was a good man and a fearsome commander. If I
may say it without disrespect, I was fond of him."
"He told my father that it was you who won us the fight at Blore Heath. Is it true?"
Kynaston smiled, remembering the old Earl, but shook his head.
"No, sir. He believed that Lord Audley, their commander, was the key, that if we could bring
him down we could win. So - too inexperienced to know what I did - I charged off to become a
hero. He followed, roaring at me to come back; and our people, thinking he was mounting a
final charge, took heart, gathered their last strength, and followed him. The outcome Your
Grace knows."
"And Audley?"
"Sir?"
"Who killed Audley?"
"I did, Your Grace. The Lancastrians had thought we were already beaten; they were taken
by surprise, and in the confusion I managed to reach him. I called on him to fight, but he was
far more worried about what was happening behind me, where my lord was charging and
bellowing, our people were advancing, and his were falling back. He thought to dismiss a
foolish boy, but even a boy can break through a careless guard. It was he who was foolish, and
he paid for it with his life."
Edward laughed.
"We are much of an age, you and I, and I too have killed men who thought me only a boy.
But hear now why I have summoned you. Right or wrong, my uncle gave you the credit for that
day's work, and desired my father to knight you; his obligations fall upon me. Kneel! And rise,
Sir Roger Kynaston. This paper - take it! - authorizes you to assume the arms of Audley, whom
you slew, and contains a grant of land once part of the Audley estates. No, if you wish to thank
me, remain loyal to the House of York; though, as I hope for peace, I hope never to call upon
you more."
Edward's hopes were vain; but wherever he was needed, Sir Roger Kynaston bore his king's
gift of ermine, a chevron gules, as do his descendants to this very day.
(First published in the Norfolk Standard and is reprinted with the kind permission of the editor and the author)
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Arms of Pierre Mieg de Boofheim. The arms were granted to the family in 1472 by the Holy Roman
Emperor, Frederick III. Any offers of a blazon for the crest?
Pierre Pournin.
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Bicentenary of the Battle of Trafalgar. - 1805
At 1140 on the morning of 21st October 1805
the most famous signal in naval history was
hoisted - ‘ENGLAND EXPECTS THAT
EVERY MAN WILL DO HIS DUTY’. By the
early morning of 22nd October 1805, nearly
8,000 men were dead and 20,000
Frenchmen were prisoners. The Victory’s log
recording that ‘Partial fighting continued until
0430 when a victory, having been reported to
the Rt. Hon. Viscount Nelson, K.B., and
Commander-in-Chief, he died of his wound.’
The events of the Battle of Trafalgar are too
well known to be repeated here but it is a
good opportunity to remind ourselves of the
great man’s deeds, his coat of arms, his
augmentations of honour and the many
honours and decoration bestowed on him by
not only his own country but from grateful
foreign nations.
Nelson got his Christian name, Horatio from
his connection with the Walpole family. His
maternal grandmother was Anne, daughter of Sir Charles Turner, Bart., by Mary, sister of
Robert Walpole, 1st Earl of Orford, and of Horatio, Baron Walpole of Wolterton. His pedigree, as
recorded in the College of Arms is reproduced on page 12 and shows that his mother was Sir
Robert Walpole’s great-niece. The pedigree is certified and signed by him, 4 November 1797.
His hand writing is shaky being due to his losing his right arm 3 months earlier in an
engagement off Tenerife on 24th July 1797.
An anagram of “Horatio Nelson” is “Honor est a Nilo”.

The Stern of HMS Victory
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The armorial bearings of Viscount and Viscountess Nelson.

Shield. Or a cross flory sable a bend gules surmounted by another engrailed of the field
charged with three bombs fired proper.
Augmentation. A chief undulated argent, thereon waves of the sea from which a palm-tree
issuant between a disabled ship on the dexter and a ruinous battery on the sinister all proper
Within the circlet of the Order of Bath.
Two Crests. Above a Viscount’s coronet.
Dexter (Augmentation). On a Naval Crown or, the Chelengk or Plume of Triumph
presented to him by the Grand Signior, Sultan Selim III
Sinister. On a wreath of the colours, the stern of a Spanish Man of War proper thereon
inscribed ‘San Josef’
Supporters. On the dexter, A sailor armed with a cutlass and a pair of pistols in his belt proper,
the exterior hand supporting a staff, thereon hoisted a Commodore’s flag Gules, and for
augmentation, in the left hand of the sailor a palm branch proper. On the sinister a lion rampant
reguardant proper, in his mouth a broken flagstaff, therefrom flowing a Spanish flag, Or and
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Gules, and for augmentation, a palm branch proper in the paw of the lion with the addition of a
tricoloured flag and staff in the mouth of the latter.
Motto. Palmam qui meruit ferat. (Let him wear the palm who has deserved it.)
On the sinister are the arms of his wife, Francis (Fanny) Herbert, widow of Josiah Nisbet, M.D.,
daughter and heir of William Woolward.
The original Arms and sinister Crest were granted, exemplified and confirmed 28th October
1797 by Sir Isaac Heard, Garter, and Thomas Lock, Clarenceux, to Sir Horatio Nelson for
himself and the other descendants of his father Edmund Nelson, Rector of Burnham Thorpe,
Co. Norfolk. The arms were granted to Nelson ‘as a memorial of his distinguish’d services and
merits’. ‘San Josef’ was the name of one of the battle ships taken in the engagement with the
Spanish fleet off Cape St Vincent on 14th February 1797. The Supporters were granted by Sir
Isaac Heard on 9th November 1797 to Nelson on his being elected a Knight of the Bath on 17th
May 1797. The augmentations appear to have granted, again by Garter Heard, to him as Baron
Nelson of the Nile, 20th December 1798, in virtue of a Royal Warrant of 15th November 1798.
Roll of Honour.










K.B. 17th May 1797
Baron Nelson of the Nile and of Burnham Thorpe - 6th November 1798
Knight Grand Cross of St Ferdinand and Merit of Naples – 7th January 1801
Duke of Bronté, in Sicily – cr. 9th January 1801
Viscount Nelson of the Nile and of Burnham Thorpe – cr.22nd May 1801
Baron Nelson of the Nile and of Hilborough – cr. 18th August 1801
Knight, 1st class, of the Crescent of Turkey, - 20th March 1802
Grand Commander of St Joachim of Leiningen - 15th July 1802
DCL of Oxford – 30th July 1802
Nelson’s flagship was, of course the HMS Victory. It is an
impressive ship. It cost £63,175.00 (approximately £50
million today). It took 6000 trees to build, 90% of which
were oak. Its displacement was 3,500 tons. At the bow of
the ship are the Royal arms of King George III. These
arms were adopted by proclamation on 1st January 1801
after the union with Ireland. The opportunity was taken to
drop the French fleur-de-lis after George III voluntarily
abandoned the title of King of France. The Hanoverian
arms were placed overall England in the 1st and 4th
quarters, Scotland in the 2nd quarter with Ireland in the 3rd.
The Hanoverian shield was ensigned with the Electoral
Bonnet of red velvet with an ermine brim and a gold tassel
on top. The bonnet remained until 1816 when it was
replaced by a royal crown by an Order in Council dated 8th
June 1816 following the elevation of the electorate of
Hanover being elevated to the dignity of a kingdom.

Bow of HMS Victory
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Pedigree of Horatio Nelson
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Plan of the battle of Trafalgar
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Next Meetings

The Chiltern Heraldry Group

Church Manors in Middlesex
Kay Holmes
and
The de Salis family
Marjorie Kirby
on Saturday 5th February 2005

Royal Heraldry in St Albans Abbey
Stuart Whitefoot
on Saturday 19th February 2005
The Parish Hall, White Waltham
++++++
Medieval Armorial Horse Furniture
Steven J. Ashley
on Saturday19th March 2005
St Michael’s RC Church Hall, Sonning
Common.

++++++
Heraldry in Cobham Church, Kent, Part 2
Stephen Kibbey
on Saturday 5th March 2005

++++++

++++++

Five Star Heraldry
Roland Symons
On Saturday 16th April 2005
St John’s Ambulance Brigade Hall,
Amersham-on-the-Hill

Due to the Sherborne Heraldry Conference
the April Meeting is cancelled.
++++++

++++++

Heraldry of the dead
Andrew Gray
On Saturday 7th May 2005

Heraldry along the A59
A.Derrick Walden Hon.FHS
On Saturday21st May 2005
Rossetti Hall, New Pond Road, Holmer
Green, High Wycombe.

++++++
Summer visits are planned for June, July,
and August. Details will be given at May
meeting.

Meetings begin at 2.30pm and are followed by a light
tea provided by members

++++++
Meetings are held at the Guide Hut in Bury
Street, Ruislip – part of the Manor Farm,
Library, Great Barn group of buildings and
are usually on the first Saturday of each
month. Meetings will be followed by tea and
biscuits.

Officers and Committee
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Hon.Treasurer
Minutes Secretary

Visitors are most welcome

Stephen Kibbey
Marjorie Kirby
Stuart Whitefoot
Margaret Young

Committee
Nan Taylor, Ron Brown
Kay Holmes

All correspondence regarding this edition and articles
for future editions should be sent to The editor, 3
Cleveland Court, Kent Avenue, Ealing, London W13
8BJ. Tel. 020 8998 5580
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