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Editorial.
Observant readers will notice that this edition of The Seaxe is number 50 in the current series.
This is quite an achievement. The series was started by Don and Marjorie Kirby way back in
October 1994. Issue number 1 consisted of two double-sided sheets. Don and Marjorie
developed the publication until it was produced quarterly and with 7 or 8 sheets per quarter. The
amount of information they managed to cram into each issue was quite astonishing. Anyone
who has produced a newsletter of this nature will be only too aware of the time and effort put in
to each issue. Since Don and Marjorie gave up the editorship at the end of 2003 The Seaxe
has been produced bi-annually in February and September. The number of pages per annum
are the same. To mark the ‘50 up’ this edition is being published with more coloured illustrations
than ever before. This means better value for our readers.
These days membership is dwindling and the committee is looking at ways to increase
membership. One positive action being taken is the setting up of our own website. At the
moment the Society has only an e-mail link on the Heraldry Society’s web site. It is hoped that
with our own web site we will be able to reach a wider public. You too can help in the
recruitment. Pass your copy of The Seaxe on to anyone you think will be interested in heraldry
and who will eventually join the Society.
This year we have had two excellent outings, the first to the Public Records Office, or The
National Archives as they now like to be called. The second was to Ashlyns School in
Berkhamstead and the church of St Peter & St Paul at Little Gaddesden. The weather was
perfect for both outings and our thanks go to Kay Holmes for doing all the leg work in organising
these visits. You can read about these visits on page 2. For those of you who venture further
afield, if you are in the Caernarvonshire region of North Wales, perhaps rock climbing or
abseiling on Snowdon, you will of course wish to see the great castle which dominates the town
of Conwy. However if time is limited you may chose instead to visit Plas Mawr in the town. It is a
super house full of heraldry carved in stone and particularly in plaster. See page 4 for further
information. It is a perfect visit for a rainy day. Also included is an article on some Spanish
heraldry. Spain is a herald’s delight. It is very difficult to walk around any city, town, or even
some villages without seeing a carved coat of arms on a building, or on a flag or even on the
drainage manhole covers in the road. Burgos is an historic Castillian city and as such has more
than it’s fair share of heraldic delights. One such building is the Casa del Cordón. Here
Christopher Columbus was received by the Catholic Kings, Isabella & Ferdinand on his return
from his second voyage. Find out more on page 8.
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Summer Visit to the National Archives at Kew.
On Tuesday 14th June eleven members and guests visited the National Archives at Kew. We
met up by reception in the main entrance hall where we had arranged to meet our guide, Adrian
Ailes.
Adrian started the visit by giving a brief history of the
Public Record Office, now known as the National
Archives, and its move from Chancery Lane to Kew.
We were then led up to the first floor to the document
reading room and shown the catalogues and indexes.
Enquiries can also be made via the various computer
terminals set up in the room. Wandering through the
various sections, Army, Navy, Colonial, etc. we moved
on to the library. There is a sizable heraldry section
which contains many rare and inaccessible books to
many heraldists including the complete set of Harleian
Society publications, and John Anstis’ The Register of
the Most Noble Order of the Garter. This was an area
particularly difficult to leave as members delved into
books from the shelves.
Seal of Gilbert de Clare, 1145

After coaxing us away from the books, we proceeded to a small glass room in the middle of the
reading room where Adrian had laid out a number of documents for our viewing. These included
such delights as the draft of the arrangements for the funeral procession of Lord Nelson
following his death at Trafalgar, the expenses book for the funeral of Elizabeth I, and an
illustration of the proposed arms and correspondence regarding the Falkland Island
Dependencies. It was interesting to read in the correspondence a comment made by Sir John
Heaton-Armstrong, who
was Chester herald at the time.
The arms basically consisted of
a map of the South Pole with
the area occupied by the
Dependencies coloured blue.
The longitude and latitude lines
were included. Included in the
arms was the tip of Chile
showing through. HeatonArmstrong, writing to the
Governor of the Falkland
Islands suggested the tip of
Chile might be omitted as the
“Chileans might object”.
Two large rolls were also on
display. One was opened at the
place showing the official copy
of the Incorporation of the
Letters Patent of Incorporation of the College of Arms, 2 March 1484
College of Arms in 1484. The actual Letters Patent is not, as one would expect in the College of
Arms but in the British Museum. The illustration of the Letters Patent shown here is taken from
‘Munimenta heraldica’ published by the Harleian Society in 1985. Also on show was the actual
seal of Gilbert de Clare, dated 1145. On this seal is the earliest known representation of a coat
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of arms in England. It was a positive delight to see such treasures at such close quarters and
everyone was fascinated by all the documents.
We then moved on to the map and large document room on the second floor. This room had
very large tables to accommodate the large documents being viewed. Passing through this
room we went behind the scenes to see how the documents were stored. Large documents
were stored flat in large sets of steel drawers, smaller documents were stored in acid-free
cardboard boxes with non-rusting brass staples. Of course there were also the very many rolls
stored on their sides all comprehensively labelled up. Our trip to the National Archives was
coming to an end. But who can visit the Archives without seeing the Nation’s greatest and
oldest legal document – the Doomsday book. The Doomsday book is actually five books - Great
Doomsday, bound in two volumes whilst Little Doomsday is bound in three volumes. It was a
fitting climax to a very special afternoon.
++++++++++++++++
Our second summer visit on the 19th August comprised two venues, Ashlyns School,
Berkhamstead and the church of St. Peter & St.Paul at Lttle Gadesden. On a gloriously sunny
day twelve members met at 11.30am at reception in the school. We were welcomed by the
head of the history department, Miss Blake, and were shown into the hall. At high level on each
side of the hall were five lights, each light usually containing eight arms in ovals. The arms
were those of school governors, officials, and benefactors. After our appetite had been whetted,
Miss Blake then took us to the chapel. What a delight – it was a positive “Wow!!!” The windows
on both sides of the chapel were full of armorial glass of excellent quality, the arms on various
shield shapes. As in the hall they displayed the arms of school governors and school officials.
Blazon: Per fess Azure and Vert a young Child lying naked
and exposed extending its right arm proper in chief a
Crescent Argent between two Mullets of six points Or.
Crest: upon a helm on a Wreath of the colours a Lamb
Argent holding in its mouth a sprig of Thyme proper.
Supporters: On the dexter side a terminal figure of a
Woman full of Nipples (eight are depicted) proper. On the
sinister with a mantle Vert the term Argent being the
emblem of Liberty represented by Brittania holding in her
right hand upon a Staff proper a Cap Argent and habited in
a vest Azure girt with a belt Or the under-garment Gules.
Motto: ‘Help’
Thanks to Pete Taylor for the illustration and blazon
Arms of The Foundling Hospital.

.

In addition to the arms of the school governors and school officials, at the front of the chapel
above the doorways were the arms of the Duke of Connaught, 1904, George, Prince of Wales,
1809, HRH Adolphinus, 1897 and HRH The Duke of Cambridge.
The school was originally connected to the Foundling Hospital but has no direct ties with the
Foundation today. The Foundling Hospital was founded in 1738 by Captain Thomas Coram to
maintain and educate ‘exposed and deserted young children’. Captain Coram made his fortune
in Boston, Massachusetts before returning to Taunton in Somerset. He spent his fortune on
establishing the hospital and received a charter from King George II on 17th October 1739.
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With the help of his friend, William Hogarth who provided paintings for the walls, the hospital
was an immediate success. In fact the requests for admission was so great that riots broke out
outside its doors. In 1753 Handel presented an organ to the chapel. Following the first
performance of his ‘Messiah’ in Dublin, the first London performance was in the Hospital’s
chapel. The hospital also benefited from the patronage of Hogarth, Gainsborough and
Reynolds, each of whom presented paintings to the hospital. The hospital building was pulled
down in 1920, after the hospital transferred to Redhill and then in 1935 to Berkhamstead.
Following the Curtiss Committee recommendations which delegated the responsibility for
illegitimate children to the local authorities, the buildings were sold to Hertfordshire County
Council for use as a school. The school was named Ashlyns Bilateral School. The Foundling
Hospital became a charitable trust and changed its name to The Thomas Coram Foundation for
Children and then again to its current name, The Coram Family.
The Foundling Museum, which exhibits many works of art by Hogarth, Reynolds, Gainsborough,
and many more artists is open to the public. It is located at 40 Brunswick Square WC1N
overlooking Coram Park, which incidentally, adults can only enter if accompanied by a child.
++++++++++++++++
Plas Mawr, Conwy in Caernarvonshire.
The town of Conwy is famous for
one of the many great castles
built by Edward I after the second
Welsh uprising in 1282-83. What
is less well known is that Conwy
also boasts one of the finest
surviving town houses of the
Elizabethan era to be found
anywhere in the British Isles. Plas
Mawr, meaning ‘Great Hall’ is one
of the hidden treasures of
Wales.It was built by Robert
Wynne in1576 and his initials and
arms are proudly displayed
throughout the house.
Robert Wynne was the third son
of John Wyn ap Maredudd
(d.1559). He had four brothers
and two sisters. John had
inherited a large estate from his
father Maredudd ab leuan ap
Robert (d.1525), and continued to
prosper particularly after the
dissolution of the monasteries in
1536-40. He acquired most of the
lands of the Cistercian abbey of
Abercomwy (Maenan). Robert,
The Hall
being unlikely to inherit any of his
father’s estate, entered the
household of Sir Walter Stoner, lieutenant of the Tower of London. Sir Walter’s daughter
married Philip Hoby. His zeal for the Protestant faith was to commend him to Henry VIII, and he
was appointed as one of the gentlemen serving in the king’s privy chamber. On the marriage of
Sir Walter’s daughter, Robert moved with her into Philip Hoby’s household. Philip was to go on
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and have a distinguished career. He was knighted for bravery at the siege of Bolougne in 1544.
Under Edward VI he was made ambassador to the court of Charles V, the Holy Roman
Emperor although he was recalled by Queen Mary because of supposed links with Lady Jane
Grey. However, he was later to return as ambassador in Brussels. Philip Hoby died in London in
1558 and was buried in the parish church at Bisham* in Berkshire. After Philip’s death Robert
returned to his home in North Wales. He had accumulated a wealth of experience having
travelled throughout Europe in peace and war in the household of a great gentleman. He
probably also had acquired some wealth of his own.
Robert, then aged fifty, married Dorothy Griffith, the daughter of Sir William Griffith of Penrhyn.
There were already close family ties since Dorothy’s brother William was married to Robert’s
sister Margaret, whereas her eldest son William was married to his other sister Anne, and her
younger son Edmund was wedded to his niece Mary. It was his marriage that prompted him to
establish a proper home. In 1570 he paid Hugh Mershe £200 for a ‘mansion house … with
appurtenances, one garden and three orchards’ in Conwry. Unfortunately Dorothy died in 1586,
within a year of completion of the house, having no children by Robert.

Detail of the overmantle in the hall. Robert Wynn’s arm’s are in the centre – 1 & 4 Owain
Gwynedd quartering 2 & 3 Collwyn ap Tangno. The cartoon type semi-naked female figures are
known as “Caryatids”, They were originally a Greek classical motif, but became debased
through images in the cartoon like treatment by pattern books and plasterers, as seen here. The
two shields, Gules a lion rampant Or, are for Maredudd ap Bleddyn ap Cynfyn.
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The Chamber over the brewhouse

The Great Chamber

The overmantel in the great chamber, displaying the Garter.

Left - An eagle displayed –
Adopted by the Wynn family
as an emblem.

Right - A severed Englishman’s head was a badge of
the Griffith family. Dorothy Griffith was Robert Wynn’s
first wife.
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Plas Mawyr is looked after by CADW – Welsh Historic Monuments. For further information see
their superb guide book. For the architectural details and the ancestry of Robert Wynne,
including his pedigree and that of his wife Dorothy, together with information on the many
heraldic badges and symbols to be seen in the plasterwork, see ‘Plas Mawr’ by Arthur and
Herbert Baker. All information in this article has been taken from these two publications.
++++++++++++++++
Did you know …?
…that M.A.Lower in his book ‘The Curiosities of Heraldry’ published
in 1845 introduced the term ‘heraldric’. He contended that there
was a necessity to distinguish that belonging to a herald and that
belonging to heraldry. Briefly, as examples in the use of the two
adjectives, for ‘heraldic’ he states the following: “The office of Garter
is the ‘ne plus ultra’ of heraldic ambition, i.e., it is the height of the
herald’s ambition ultimately to arrive at that honour”. For heraldric
he says, “A.B. is engaged in heraldric pursuits; that is, in the study
of armorial bearings; not in the pursuits of a herald, which consist in
the proclamation of war, the attendance on state ceremonials, the
granting of arms etc. To say that A.B., who has no official connexion
with the College of Arms, is a herald, would be an obvious
misnomer, although he may be quite equal in heraldrical skill to any
gentleman of the tabard.
Does any member know if this term has been used by any other
heraldic author and if so where?
++++++++++++++++
Some Spanish heraldry.
In April 1497 Christopher Columbus was received by the
Catholic kings, Isabella and Ferdinand in Burgos in the
sumptuous palace built by the Constable of Castile and
Count of Haro, Pedro Fernández de Velasco, and his wife
Mencía de Mendoza. The front façade of the house, The
Casa del Cordón can be seen on page 9. The house was
begun by de Velasco, and was completed by his wife,
Mencía. The Velasco arms are on the left and the
Mendoza arms on the right. At the top are the Royal arms.
It was at a reception in this house on the 23rd April 1497
that the Catholic kings confirmed the privileges granted to
Columbus nearly five years earlier prior to Columbus’
historic journey to the Americas.
The terms agreed were by and large those demanded by
Columbus. In his journal he wrote “…your Highnesses, in
the same month of January, ordered me to proceed with a
sufficient armament to the said regions of India, and for
The arms of Columbus from his book
that purpose granted me great favours, and ennobled me
of Privileges, 1502
that thenceforth I might call myself ‘Don’, and be HighAdmiral of the Sea ,and perpetual Viceroy and Governor in all the islands and continents which I
might discover and acquire, or which may hereafter be discovered and acquired in the ocean;
and that this dignity should be inherited by my eldest son, and thus descend from degree to
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degree forever.” In addition there were other privileges - for all important public offices in any
newly discovered lands, Columbus would have the right to nominate three candidates, of which
the King would choose one. He would also have the right to a tenth of everything – pearls, gold,
silver, other precious metals, spices – found in any new territories. On all ships taking part in
commerce with those new territories, he would be able to take an eighth of all goods. Finally, he
was to be informed of any lawsuit which might take place as a result of commerce in, or to,
those territories.
In his journal he mentions that he was entitled to call himself ‘Don’. This is the coveted prefix to
signify the holder to be an ‘hidalgo’. Hidalgos enjoyed many privileges; the most important was
their exemption from paying taxes to the Crown. They also enjoyed legal privileges. They could
be judged only by special courts, (the Audiencia – the king’s own civil court), and any sentence
passed had to be confirmed by the Council of Castile. They could not be tortured or condemned
to the galleys nor could they be imprisoned for debt.

Columbus’ arms on stainless steel in the Hispanic reading room in
the Thomas Jefferson building at the Library of Congress, U.S.A.

As mentioned earlier, the two shields above the front door to the Casa del Cordón are those for
Pedro Fernández de Velasco his wife Mencía de Mendoza. These arms can also be seen in
many places on and in the cathedral at Burgos. Two fine examples of these arms from inside
the cathedral are shown on pages 10 and 11. Mencía’s arms are those of her father’s quartering
those of her mother. Her father was Iñigo López de Mendoza, 1st Marquis de Santillana. He
married Catalina Figueroa, and it is her family arms in the 2nd and 3rd quarters.

The Figueroa arms
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The Casa del Cordón in Burgos, Spain.
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The arms of the Constable of Castile, Pedro Fernández de Velasco in the ‘Chapel of the
Constables’ in the Cathedral at Burgos. The shield is supported by two Savages. The use of
supporters by the higher nobility in Spain is unusual possibly due to the fact that the statutes of
‘The Order of the Golden Fleece’ did not permit supporters.

The Velasco arms
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Mendoza quartering Figuero in the ‘Chapter of the Constables’ at Burgos.

The Mendoza arms
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RON EDWARDS R.I.P
With the death of Ron Edwards the Society has lost a faithful and regular member, and a good
friend.
Ron had lived in Eastcote for most of his life, and had always been a keen and active member
of his church. After war service, mainly in India, he married Doreen and had two sons, Gerald
and Martin. His wide interests were all pursued with enthusiasm and an enquiring mind. He was
one of the founders of the Ruislip, Northwood and Eastcote Local History Society, and the
locality and London were among his great loves. He also found time to look after a lovely
garden.
At the age of 49 he changed course to a direction in line with his abilities and interests, taking a
degree in Sociology and becoming a popular lecturer in history and sociology in Harrow and
locally. He did much meticulous research and wrote several books, including a history of
Eastcote.
He and Dorrie joined the MHS and immediately became immersed in the subject, Ron as ever
keen to get to the nub of any matter. The new interest was, I believe, a help to Ron after
Dorrie’s death. We were delighted when he introduced Pauline to the Middlesex and the
Chilterns groups where they remained regular members and welcome friends.
Ron’s funeral at St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church at Eastcote was attended by a great number
of friends and family, commemorating a full life with honour and affection. Our sympathy and
good wishes go to Pauline, to Gerald, Martin and all Ron’s family.
KH
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KEITH POCOCK R.I.P.

The Society has lost a long-standing and loyal member and friend with the death of Keith
Pocock.
After service in the RAF in Singapore during the war Keith became an accountant. His quest for
absolute accuracy – and his policy of always ‘having a spare’ – made him a
perfectionist in all he undertook. He and Mary had met during the war and had celebrated 50
years of marriage bringing up a happy and united family, first in Essex and then
in Pinner. Both were closely involved with their respective churches while supporting each
other’s worship. Their faith and devotion helped them through the loss of their
beloved son, Stuart.
Keith and Mary joined the Middlesex Heraldry Society in its heyday – the days when we had a
meeting, a committee meeting and a visit every month. More wise than most
of us, they deemed three churches in one day were enough, while the rest of us hared off in all
directions. Keith took over as Treasurer from Alan Teasdale, becoming a
crucial member of the team and an honourable member of the line of highly efficient treasurers
who have kept us solvent and made treasurers’ reports comprehensible even
to the innumerate. After their year in Australia Keith gave us an insight into the somewhat
different and often elusive heraldry to be found there.
There was a very large congregation at St. John’s Church in Pinner to pay tribute to a much
loved and respected gentle man. Our sympathy goes to Mary, to Judith, Ann and
Katherine and all the family. R.I.P.
K.H.
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Next Meetings

The Chiltern Heraldry Group
Provisional programme for the rest of 2005

AGM and Member’s slides
On Saturday 3rd September

Heraldic tour of Corpus Christi College
Oxford.
Michael Roberts
On Saturday 17th September at 2 p.m.

++++++
Heraldry of Bermuda
Marjorie Kirby
On Saturday 1st October

++++++
New Thoughts on Old Hatchments.
Dr. Andrew Gray
On Saturday 15th October.
The Parish Hall, White Waltham.

++++++
Cromwell’s Armorial Background
Keith Lovell
On Saturday 5th November

++++++
An Afternoon with the Pierson Slide
Collection.
John Titterton, FSA
On Saturday 19th November.
St John Ambulance Hall, Amersham-on-the
Hill

Meetings are held at the Guide Hut in Bury
Street, Ruislip – part of the Manor Farm,
Library, Great Barn group of buildings and
are usually on the first Saturday of each
month. Meetings will be followed by tea and
biscuits.

Meetings begin at 2.30pm and are followed by a light
tea provided by members

Visitors are most welcome

Subscriptions

Officers and Committee

for 2005/06 are now due and are unchanged
at:-

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Hon.Treasurer
Minutes Secretary

£6.00 for full membership
£4.00 for country membership
Please give or send your cheque or cash to
the Hon. Treasurer or to any member of the
committee.

Stephen Kibbey
Marjorie Kirby
Stuart Whitefoot
Margaret Young

Committee
Nan Taylor, Ron Brown
Kay Holmes

All correspondence regarding this edition and articles
for future editions should be sent to The editor, 3
Cleveland Court, Kent Avenue, Ealing, London W13
8BJ. Tel. 020 8998 5580
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