The Seaxe
Newsletter of the Middlesex Heraldry Society
Editor – Stephen Kibbey, 3 Cleveland Court, Kent Avenue, Ealing, London, W13 8BJ
(Telephone: 020 8998 5580 – e-mail: stephen.kibbey@which.net)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
No. 51

(Founded 1976)

February 2006

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Otto Hupp – Heraldic Artist
Extraordinary.
Otto Hupp was born in Düsseldorf
on 21st May 1859. His father was
an engraver and medal maker
which probably explains Otto’s
interest in painting and later
engraving, guilding, polishing,
metalwork, carving, pottery and
the embossing of leather. In 1882
he married Franziska Eilhammer
and they set up home in the
outskirts of Munich.
His greatest love was heraldry
and it was this subject to which he
dedicated the greater part of his
working life. He amassed a vast
collection of books and personal
and corporate arms.
His output was prodigious. It is
said he produced more than six
thousand heraldic drawings,
paintings, and pieces of graphic
design, which involved wine bottle
labels, postage stamps, bank
notes, and posters.
He is best known for ‘The
Münchener Kalender’. This was a
cheaply produced calendar which
ran from 1885 to 1936.
Hupp illustrated it with full
achievement of arms in various
forms over that entire period. The illustration above is typical of his work and was taken from
‘Otto Hupp – Das Werk Eines Deutschen Meisters’. In spite of his enormous output in every
kind of medium and the high quality of his work he only considered himself a competent
craftsman rather than an outstanding artist which he undoubtedly was. He died, aged eighty, in
1949 at Schleifβheim.
The above account draws largely on Anthony Wood’s article, ‘Otto Hupp, Artist Extraordinary’ published in The
Coat of Arms N.S.vol. XV, No.206 Summer 2004.

The Man who Bought the India Fleet
Andrew Gray

In the Tudor Chapel at Ightham Mote there is a single hatchment. It is quite small, painted on
silk, and almost the entire achievement is bogus. Around the lower frame an inscription leaves
no doubt as to the subject’s identity: Used at the funeral of Joseph Somes, Esq., M.P. at
Stepney Church, July 2nd, 1845.

Joseph Somes’ hatchment 1845

By permission of the National Trust

The Somes were native Eastenders; Joseph’s father Samuel was a Wapping coal merchant,
probably a barge-owner. Joseph was baptised at the relatively new Hawksmoor church of St
George in the East, in 1787, and married at the age of 24 to Mary Ann Daplyn, the daughter of a
Mile End carpenter. The young Joseph progressed from waterman through lighterman and
ship’s chandler to shipowner, and in the 1830s he shrewdly bought many of the ships of the
East India Company - which in 1833 had been deprived of its trading functions - earning him the
title of the largest shipowner in Britain. His objective was to join the booming trade in
transporting people to the Antipodes, whether voluntarily as migrants or involuntarily as
convicts, as many genealogy websites from Australia and New Zealand will attest.
The arms which appear on his hatchment are: Ermine a cinquefoil gules, on a canton azure a
buglehorn stringed or. Burke’s General Armory assigns something very like this to Dover of
Boscombe Lodge, Hants. This (originally Norfolk) family must have been using armorial

bearings disallowed for the unrelated Dovers of Barton on the Heath at the 1682 Visitation of
Warwickshire.
Neither Dover family is known to be
connected with Somes, yet clearly the
latter took these disallowed arms in their
entirety, both on the hatchment and on his
stately Gothick memorial in Stepney
Church. The hatchment also carries arms
on the sinister for his second wife, Maria
Saxton of Whitchurch (Per bend argent and
or on a bend engrailed sable between two
sinister wings elevated gules another bend
plain counterchanged charged with three
garlands of roses gules), and on the dexter
for his first wife, Mary Anne Daplyn (Argent
two beavers facing sinister proper). The
beavers are surely a fanciful reference to
her father’s occupation.
Dover of Barton on the Heath (disallowed 1682)

The only biography of Somes, in a 1942 issue of the maritime magazine “Trident”, shows the
house flag of his line, clearly based on the white ensign.
Somes died suddenly in 1845, only a few months after his (disputed) election as M.P. for
Dartmouth. One of his heirs was his son-in-law Thomas Colyer, from whom the ColyerFergussons, Baronets of Ightham Mote, descended. The other was his nephew Joseph Somes,
also a Member of Parliament, and much more the city gent. He treated the law of arms with
more respect, obtaining a grant in 1849.
The cinquefoil was retained from the “Dover” arms, and a canton was added exactly as in the
house flag. But the principal charges, three mallets, are a clear allusion to Soame, a prominent
family in the City and the Home counties. The blazon is: Argent a cinquefoil between three
mallets sable on a canton azure an anchor with cable or. The crest is another nod towards the
rejected arms: Out of a castle triple-towered argent charged with two cinquefoils sable a horse’s
head of the second.

Joseph Somes II (Crisp)

The grant was for all male descendants of Samuel Somes, the father of the elder Joseph, and it
explicitly required that the arms be changed on all monuments, etc. Fortunately for this
account, nothing of the kind was ever done.

Arms on record in the College of Arms, Argent, a lion rampant azure, on a chief
engrailed gules a mullet between two
cinquefoils of the first.
As used by Colyer-Fergusson (Crisp)
Sources include:
Trident, Oct 1942, vol.4 no. 42, p.869
Parish Registers of St Dunstan’s Stepney and St
George in the East
Nineteenth century Directories
Soame (Visitation of London)
College of Arms grant 1849 vol.49 fol.101
Visitation of England and Wales, Frederick Arthur Crisp, 1893-1921, vol.4
Visitation of Warwickshire 1682, Harleian Society Visitation Series, Vol.62, p.95 Visitation of London 1687, Harleian
Society New Series vol.16 p.109
Who's Who of Members of Parliament 1832-1885, Stenton Michael Stenton,1976
The Blackwall Frigates, Basil Lubbock, p. 104

This is an abridged version of an article to be submitted to the Coat of Arms
++++++++++++++++

Wine label by Otto Hupp.

Did you know…?
… that the Swiss Guard, the
Pope’s official bodyguard,
were officially founded on 22nd
January 1506? It was on that
day, towards the evening that
one hundred and fifty Swiss
soldiers commanded by
Captain Kasparvon Silenen,
of the Uri Canton marched
through the Porta del Popolo
to St Peter’s Square where
they were received and
blessed by Pope Julius II.
The medieval Swiss
mercenaries had a reputation
for loyalty and ferocious
fighting. Their services were
in demand by a number of
states including Spain, Lorraine,
A Haldibardier takes the oath of alligence
Tuscany, Savoy, and France.
It was these attributes which appealed to Pope Sixtus IV and led to a formalized agreement to
recruit Swiss fighting forces and formed a company of Swiss militiamen. On January 21st 1480
the first formal agreement with the Federal states was signed. It was Pope Julius II who created
a stable disciplined corps, composed entirely of Swiss when he recruited two hundred Swiss
under the command of Peter von Hortenstein.
In 1527 the invading German and Spanish armies of Charles V attacked and sacked Rome.
This was the turning
point in the history of
the Swiss Guard. One
hundred and forty
seven guardsmen lost
their lives protecting
the Pope, Clement VII.
Most were butchered
on the steps of St
Peter whereas the
others were killed on
the steps of the high
altar. The surviving
forty two managed to
The oath taking ceremony

get the pontiff to the
safety of Castel SantAngelo. The other troops guarding the pope fled after seeing that they
were heavily outnumbered. Only the Swiss Guard stood firm. The anniversary of the battle
which lasted a week is the most important date in Swiss Guard’s year and it is on each May 6th,
that new recruits are admitted into the Guard.
The flag of the Papal Swiss Guard

This illustration of the flag of the Swiss Guard is taken from Bruno Heim’s ‘Heraldry in the
Catholic Church’. In the first quarter are the arms of the reigning Pope, in this instance it is
those of Pope Paul VI. The second and third quarters are the colours of the Swiss Guard and
the fourth quarter are the arms of the founder of the Swiss Guard, Pope Julius II. In the centre
of the cross are the arms of the Commanding Officer, Colonel Dr. Franz Pfyffer van Altoshofen.
New recruits are required to swear an oath on the flag. Whilst grasping it with their left hand
they raise their right hand with the thumb, index and middle fingers extended. This is symbolic
of the Holy Trinity: God the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit. The oath they take has not been
changed in four hundred years and binds them to a promise of protecting the Pope and if
necessary to give their life in his defence.
++++++++++++++++
The Arms of the Worshipful Company of Pewterers.
Clive Alexander

The Pewterers Company, like many of the other Livery Companies, has its origin in the Trade
Guilds of the Middle-Ages. The manufacturer of domestic items in pewter was then of far more
importance, than it is today. Plates, candlesticks, chargers (large serving dishes), porringers
and drinking vessels were the standard tableware for most households from the Middle-Ages up
to the middle of the 18th century, when the Potteries produced cheaper and more decorative
alternative to pewter.
Pewter manufacture was carried out by many small workshops in the major cities. Pewterers
found it to their advantage to belong to a Fraternity or Trade Guild. This protected their interests
and promoted good practice in the manufacture of their wares. The Company’s records survive
from 1451. Edward IV granted the first Charter to the Company on the 20th January 1474. In
addition to licensing the freemen of the ‘Mistery of Pewters’ to found a Fraternity, it allowed the
Guild to regulate the standard of workmanship, the training of craftsmen and the wages and
prices to be set. They were also granted the right to search throughout England to ensure the
quality of pewter was maintained and to destroy inferior goods. The practice was, for Pewterers
to mark their ware with their personal mark called a Touch Mark. This mark was registered with
the company on a large pewter plate called a Touch Plate. Unfortunately the medieval Touch
Marks were lost in the Great Fire of London, the present Touch Plates date from 1667.
Fig. 1 Touch Marks

Benjamin Whitaker
London, 1691

John Hartwell
London, 1747

Samuel Duncomb
Birmingham, 1740

Benjamin Foster Snr.
London, 1706-27

John Elderton
London, 1694

Benjamin Foster Jr.
London, 1730-48

A review of these personal Touch Marks suggest that some Pewterers were in fact armigerous
in their own right. A study of these marks show that Pewterers drew heavily upon heraldic
symbols in order to create their marks. The examples here in fig. 1 show that armorials were
being used and were either the personal arms of the craftsman or his master. The notion of
‘punning’ or ‘canting’ arms can be seen in the arms of John Elderton, who displayed three
‘Tuns’ and John Hartwell who displayed a cross saltire charged with a well in fess point between
four towers.

The Touch Mark of Samuel Duncomb shows per chevron between three beasts’ heads. The
use of per chevron, was perhaps, a subtlety that could only have found its way onto a small
metal punch had it not derived from an extant armorial, Duncomb’s own arms. Evidence of the
use of personal armorials being used can be seen in Benjamin Foster’s Touch Mark. Here we
can see an engrailed chevron between three pheons. It can be seen that the Mark has
matriculated to Benjamin Junior with the use of a label for cadency. To the writer’s knowledge
little consideration has been given to the heraldic aspects of this unique record of trade
markings by those who have been published on the subject.

Fig. 2. The Pre-Reformation arms of The Worshipful Company of Pewterers

The Guild of the Middle Ages has a semi-religious element to its composition, which had a
bearing upon the arms used by the Guild up to 1451. The original arms adopted by the Guild
were, ‘Gules a Chevron Sable charged with a depiction of the Virgin Mary upon a cartouche
having a foliated support Or between four Pewter Strakes Argent all between three pewter Lilly
pots each issuant with three Lilies slipped proper of the third’ (fig.2).
The reformation that took hold during the Tudor period meant many changes not only for the
Church and State but for individuals and institutions alike. In order for the Company of
Pewterers to avoid embarrassment and royal offence in those troubled times a new public
image would be required. To this end the Wardens and Masters of the Company partitioned
Thomas Benolt, Clarenceux King of Arms for a confirmation of new arms which he granted on
the 16th May 1533, in the 25th year of King Henry VIII. Thus the symbols of Catholicism quietly
faded away. Forty years later crest, supporters and mantling were granted to the Company.

Thomas Benolt’s blazon for the new arms were as follows: - ‘…that is to say asure a chiueron
Gold between iij stryke silure, vpon the chuieron three Roses gueules their stalke and leues
vert’. In modern heraldry we would say ‘Azure a chevron Or charged with three Roses Gules
barbed and seeded proper slipped and budded Vert between three Strakes of the Worshipful
Company of Pewterers’ (fig. 3).

Fig. 3 Arms of The Worshipful Company of Pewterers

What then are Strakes? This unusual charge is peculiar to the ancient craft of pewtering. As a
part of maintaining standards the Guild would buy in the constituents of pewter which is in large
proportion tin with copper and antimony added to harden the metal alloy. This would then be
smelted and poured into moulds called Strakes or ‘Strikes’ which would then be sold to their
members, this would ensure that each craftsman was using a standard metal. The design of the
mould was clever in that as the molten metal ran into the mould any impurities like lead would
collect at the stress points, the internal/external corners and arched tops. Thus the purity was
easily visible. The craftsmen would hang these strakes upon a peg in the workshop. They would
then be able to either cut off a corner and sell it for repairs or put into their own melt in whole or
part. Modern pewter is still cast into ingots similar to those of gold bars and conforms to the
standard of the Association of British Pewter Craftsmen, the ABPC.

Sources:

‘The History of the Worshipful Company of Pewterers of the City of London’. Charles Welch,
F.S.A.. First published 1902, Blake, East and Blades.
‘English Pewter Touchmarks’. Radway Jackson. W.Foulsham & Co Ltd 1970.
‘Ceremonial Barges on the River Thames – A History of the Barges of the City of London Livery
Companies and of the Crown’. Kenneth Nicholls Palmer, 1997, Unicorn Press.
‘The Armorial Bearings of the Guilds of London’. John Bromley & Heather Child. Warne 1960.
+++++++++++++++++++
Arms granted to Clive Alexander by Letters Patent 20th April 2004.
Clive Alexander

Starting down the road of applying for a grant of arms allows you to take
part in a unique personal and historical experience that has remained
largely unchanged for centuries.
Once the College of Arms deems the applicant to be acceptable, that is to
say a Person who will not turn up in the dock of the Old Bailey charged
with treason shortly after the grant has been made, a very interesting
process of design takes place between yourself and your agent, who will
be one of the Queen’s Heralds. If you begin with no preconceived ideas
about what you want to have on your shield or some knowledge of how heraldry works the
process could be protracted.
I was fortunate in that I had some idea of what the elements of the arms might be and since
joining the Heraldry Society was beginning to get an idea of what also might be possible.
My agent Robert Noel, also known as Lancaster Herald by dint of his warm and friendly
personality made me feel very welcome. We met on several occasions in his chambers at the
College in order to plan and design the arms. I cannot proceed further without making a small
observation about Master Lancaster’s chambers.
This is a room in the depths of the College which made me feel that I had stepped back to
another era. The available space for human movement was severely cramped by stacks of
books and dusty tomes which rose precariously in places almost to the ceiling. Desk or tabletop
space had been compromised by the paraphernalia of academia. “Do you ever loose anything?”
I enquired. “I have a system” he replied, “if I can find it!”. The ambience was Dickensian with a
flavour of Hogwarts and Master Lancaster seemed as if he had grown there. I was invited to put
forward my ideas which I did over the next few months with an exchange of letters and
meetings. Some of the meetings took place in the pub over a pot of tea for two with shortbread
biscuits, yes, I said a pub.
Having reached the ripe old age of sixty there was a lifetime from which to draw upon in looking
for elements that you can put into your arms that represent you. Had I been able to do this as a
younger man I doubt very much that my arms would reflect all that they do and I am sure would
look quite different.
It was important that the arms reflected my interests and life. For many years I was a member of
the Sealed Knot whose members re-enact the English Civil War. My part in this was as a
merchant selling a range of pewter, hollow and flat ware to the Society and public in battles.
This further promoted an already existing interest in antique pewter and in turn promoted
interest in this most wonderful and versatile metal. I chose as the principle charge an ingot of

pewter known in the middle ages as a ‘Strake’. Strakes are to be found on the arms of the
Worshipful Company of Pewterers. The second charge on the shield is in fact a Yorkshire rose.
My dear wife is a Yorkshire lass. It is advisable to have your wife on board when you are in such
a project as a grant of arms. I am mindful of the advice written upon a set of white tin glazed
plates in the museum of London which say, ‘It is a merry man……who entertains his
guests……with wine and merry jests……but when his wife do frown……all merriment goes
down’. My wife is proudly symbolised upon my arms.
The colours or tinctures are
Argent and Sable. These are
taken from the arms of my
ancestors. The notion of white
and black counterchanged has
resonance as my dear wife
Camille is Anglo-Asian which
means the rose of Yorkshire
does in this instance not have to
be all white. Hence it is
blazoned: ‘Per pale Argent and
Sable in chief two Strakes of the
Worshipful Company of
Pewterers in base a Rose all
counterchanged’.
The design of the crest provided
a wonderful opportunity to bring
together other elements to reflect
my life. Of the mythical beasts
the Griffin embodies a particular
magic which has been used to
good effect by Lewis Carroll and
J.K.Rowling. The griffin’s
curriculum vitæ tells us that he is
a guardian of treasure and has
been more recently employed by
the Midland Bank. My wife
among her many talents, is also
a book keeper. She is very adept
in guarding our treasure, so it
seems appropriate to exemplify
her as a griffin. The tower comes
from a research project I was
engaged upon while at
University. This looked at
Martello towers, which were built
to be part of Britain’s coastal defence against Napoleon, became part of the defence strategy.
As a child many holidays were spent on the Essex coast in the shadow of these forbidding and
derelict military monuments. In my mind, as a child I imagined that these massive brick and
stone bastions standing sentinel on wind swept beaches were haunted halls of long dead
legions. They were certainly eerie and lonely and not a place to be on your own for too long.
The potency of the solitary tower has been exploited in many a novel not least of all by
J.R.Tolken.

Throughout the design process I was anxious to have something that would stand as testament
to my ancestors. After much thought and consideration it was agreed to take the charges from
the ancient arms of Croket, (Per bend Sable and Argent three fleur de lys in bend all
counterchanged). From this derived the notion of ‘Per Pale Argent and Sable’ as the principal
tinctures of the field. It was suggested by Master Lancaster that the three Fleur de Lys should
be placed upon a chain which would hang from the Griffin’s neck. Further enhancements to the
creation came in the form of a bolt of lightning being brandished by the beast which was to
celebrate my qualifications in electrical installations. The gouty splashes beneath the wings
make reference to painting both artistically and DIY. Finally not to loose sight that heraldry
should be fun the griffin has her tail issuing from a window of the tower, (Male griffins do not
have wings!).
Hence we have, ‘On a wreath Or and Sable a demi-tower Argent issuant from the battlement a
demi griffin and from a lancet window the tail thereof. The wings gouty Gules and Vert gorged
with a collar Azure charged with a row fesswise of lozenges Argent and attached thereto a
chain Azure surmounted by three Fleur de Lys each party lengthwise Sable and Argent holding
in the dexter foreclaws a lightning bolt’. The motto ‘Vires in Scientia’ (Strength in Knowledge)
might be coined by all who value education.
Since being in receipt of my grant I have produced a letter heading, created pewter badges and
erected a flag staff from which to fly my flag. My arms, like all others are a conduit for art, craft,
history and genealogy.
++++++++++++++++
Welcome to our website!
Andrew Gray

Many of you will have found our new site already – at http://www.middlesex-heraldry.org.uk. It
opens with the arms of the County of Middlesex fading into the Society’s badge, and when you
click on this, you find the introductory page above. It briefly summarises what we are for and
what we do. But it also shows an antique map of Middlesex, partly to show the historic scope
within which we operate, but also to highlight the fact that ours is the only local heraldry society
covering this area.
Other pages on the site are linked via the navigation buttons under the badge. A complete list
of programmed events is on the first, and this being a website it will be up to date – editing can
be done within minutes when required. Then there is a list of contacts within the Society,
followed by help with finding our venue, for any new members. The next page is a

comprehensive list of links to sister societies in the region – a fuller list than you will find
anywhere else (there’s a challenge!).
The Publications page is at present empty, but this is a place where we can list, summarise or
index the many valuable monographs the Society has published over the years. It is also an
opportunity to publish the Seaxe electronically if we see fit, with potential savings in postage
and printing.
Last of all is a form for recruitment. I know that some members worry about declining numbers
and advancing years; this is a common experience among the societies listed
on the “Links” page. I believe that publicity is an answer to this, and a website is a permanent
advertisement, magazine and mailbox all at the same time. There must be many other people
out there in Historic Middlesex who would get the same pleasure from heraldry as we do. Let’s
find them.
++++++++++++++++

Fifteenth century German Jousting knight.
From ‘The History of Chivalry and Armor’ by Dr F.Kottenkamp, translated by the Rev. A. Löwy, plate 39.

Next Meetings

The Chiltern Heraldry Group

Members Afternoon
Saturday 5th February

Heraldry of the Cliffords of the North.
Stuart Whitefoot
Saturday 18th February
The Parish Hall, White Waltham.

++++++
The Heraldry of the Magna Carta
G. F. De Roeper
Saturday 11th March
The Garden Room, Memorial Centre,
Gerrards Cross.
++++++
Heraldry in the Cotswolds
Stephen Kibbey
Saturday 1st April

++++++
The Heraldry of the Magna Carta.
G. F. de Roeper
Saturday 11th March.
The Garden Room, Memorial Centre,
Gerrards Cross.
Joint meeting with The Middlesex Heraldry
Society
++++++

++++++
Heraldry in Derbyshire
John Titterton FSA
Saturday 6th May
++++++
AGM followed by East Indiamen and other
Pirates
Andrew Gray
Saturday 9th September
++++++
Slater’s Travels
Stephen Slater
Saturday 7th October

Heraldry of the Holy Roman Catholic
Church.
Stephen Kibbey
Saturday 8th April.
The Rossetti Hall, Holmer Green
Meetings begin at 2.30pm and are followed by a light
tea provided by members

Officers and Committee
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Hon.Treasurer
Minutes Secretary

Stephen Kibbey
Marjorie Kirby
Stuart Whitefoot
Margaret Young

++++++
Heraldic Curiosities
Stuart Whitefoot
Saturday 4th November
++++++
Meetings are held at the Guide Hut in Bury
Street, Ruislip – part of the Manor Farm,
Library, Great Barn group of buildings and
are usually on the first Saturday of each
month. Meetings will be followed by tea and
biscuits.
Visitors are most welcome

Committee
Nan Taylor, Ron Brown
Kay Holmes

All correspondence regarding this edition and articles
for future editions should be sent to The editor, 3
Cleveland Court, Kent Avenue, Ealing, London W13
8BJ. Tel. 020 8998 5580

