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E D I T O R I A L 

Earlier issues of The Seaxe have included contributions from a high proportion of 
our members. The 'bumper' issue for our tenth anniversary had articles by more 
than one in three of the membership and, over the years, more than half of the 
membership have contributed at least once in the writing, illustrating or 
production of The Seaxe. The aim is to produce annually, if we can, though 
naturally we depend on members for material. So please start thinking now about 
something for inclusion in next year's issue. 

It has been suggested that some time at a monthly meeting should be given to 
discussion of the matter in The Seaxe, and it is planned to do this during the 
early summer. This will not be a 'Test Paper' to see how much we have taken in, 
but simply an opportunity for contributors to get some 'feed-back' - from the 
readers to their contributions. 

Turning to other matters, we have continued our regular activities; meetings, 
visits and workshops (or talkshops?). Although membership has fallen slightly from 
its peak of a year or two ago, we are as busy as ever, We have put on displays at 
the Harrow Festival and at the Middlesex Local History Conference, attracting some 
interest but not, at least so far, any new members. 

In September a dozen of us revisited Little Dean for a week-end. We explored the 
Gloucestershire and Welsh Border area again for heraldry and returned weary but 
well satisfied. 

We hope to complete the recording and checking of the heraldry the churches of 
the Hillingdon Borough and Deanery in the near future. If you are involved in the 
checking of any of the churches, please try to get it finished so that we can 
publish the results of so much time and effort. There is all the rest of Middlesex 
still to do! 

The Seaxe and the Church Recording are in your hands. 
Sincerely, 
Kay Holmes 

Page 1. 

FROM OUR MINUTE BOOK - 19th January, 1989 

Our speaker was Vice-Chairman Roger Matthews. Subsequent to an article he had 
written for The Seaxe about police heraldry, Roger told us he had been inveigled by 
various members into giving us a talk. From then on he realised just how much 
time, effort and expense goes into talks! 

After twenty-eight years in the force, Roger had no difficulty whatsoever with 
communication skills and although his talk, delivered very clearly, was liberally 
laced with humour, it did not blind us to the erudition of its content. Many 
fascinating facts emerged as well as those of the heraldry, which began with a 
slide of the arms of the Metropolitan Police, granted in 1967. The crest was 
chosen from elements of that of Sir Robert Peel and devised by the then Windsor 
Herald, Colin Cole. 

Of course the badges on helmets, jackets, motor cycle gear and vehicles were 
included. We were then shown slides of coats of arms, often amalgams of city or 
county arms, badges and logos. One particularly elegant Grant of Arms was that to 
the West Yorkshire Police which included a badge made up of four Tudor Portcullis 
badges forming a cross surmounted by the White Rose of York. 



Our geographical tour of most of the Police forces in England and Wales included 
Nottingham where the Alsatian police dog had been used as supporters. Along the 
way Roger told us of the many humorous conversations and happenings he had 
experienced in acquiring all this information. 

Scotland and Ulster, where more badges than coats of arms were found, were included 
and which many would find easier to blazon than the arms used for the West Midlands 
and the Cumbria police. The talk ended with an illustration of the recent grant to 
the Police Federation, signed by John Brooke-Little, Norroy and Ulster King of 
Arms. There followed much lively discussion and many questions and so another 
fresh and interesting talk and speaker will, hopefully, do the rounds of the 
Heraldry societies and other organizations. 

Peggy Foster 

COMPETITION 

Those of our readers who attended the talk on the Arms and Badges of the Police may 
remember the oddly charged oval of the Northumbria Police, tricked out below. Now 
is your chance to win a prize that will astound you and our Treasurer! Simply 
blazon it and hand your solution to the Editor. Prizes for the heraldically 
accurate and the humorous, but remember, the badge must be capable of reproduction 
from your blazon. Entries close the meeting after publication. 

Or 

Roger Matthews 
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V I S I T S — 1987/88 

Although officially I took over the job of organizing outings twelve 
months ago, the first few had already been arranged. 

In September last year a return trip to Canterbury was arranged by Kay and 
twelve members went there by minibus. The weather was warm and sunny and 
we wandered round the Cathedral and other places of interest with plenty 
of time to go where we wanted. 

The great storm immediately preceded our October visit arranged by Nan to 
St. Benet's in Queen Victoria Street. Part of the roof had been blown off 
and the Bath Heraldry Society who were to join us were very late having 
been delayed by blockages on the road. However we found much to interest 
us as all the City Churches were holding exhibitions and this, being the 
Heralds' Church, there was a good display connected with the College of 
Arms. The Revd. Pryse-Hawkins was very helpful with information and 
provided us with tea and biscuits which were very welcome. We then went 
on with the Bath Society to Southwark Cathedral where there is a great 
deal of fine heraldry. 

We visited Westminster Abbey in November where Nan was able to show us 
parts not normally open to visitors. We were taken into the Jerusalem and 
Jericho Chambers and, after an extensive tour of this magnificent Abbey, 
to the Chapter House with its beautiful heraldic windows, 

St. John's Gate was visited in January under the guidance of Mr. McLaren 
Anderson. Besides all the heraldry to be seen a number of manuscripts had 
been put on display for our benefit. After visiting the Church we 
returned to look round the Museum. 

In February we went to Chalfont St.Giles, Chalfont St. Peter and Fulmer, 
all of which contained plenty to interest us. At Chalfont St. Peter we 
were met by the Vicar, the Verger and Mr. Clive Rouse, all of whom were 
very helpful in telling us about the history and restoration of the Church 
particularly the hatchments and other heraldry. 

In March members were asked to check the details concerning heraldry in 
Middlesex Churches. We hope they did! 

Chesham Bois was the first of three churches visited in April. It is a 
very interesting little church with monuments to the Cheyne family. We 
went on to Chesham where there is a fine church with many hatchments and 
monuments. We then proceeded to Northchurch which is a very lovely church 
with some good heraldic windows. 

The Chiltern Society had a coach outing to Leeds Castle in May and some of 
our members joined them. It was a most enjoyable day. The castle houses 
paintings by Don Escott of the heraldry of all the owners. 

Another visit was made in June to the battlefield at Bosworth jointly with 
members of the East Midland Heraldic Society. We were taken on a tour of 
the battlefield and then went into the Museum. Some people watched the 
film of the battle but for some, including me, it was top gory. We went 
on to Twycross Church where the vicar met us and gave us much interesting 
information. There was some fine heraldry. 
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In July we visited Yarnton, Minster Lovell and Swinbrook Churches all of 
which contained much of interest. At Yarnton there is a lot of heraldry of 
the Spencer family. At Minster Lovell the beautiful Lovell tomb and, at 
Swinbrook, the unusual monuments of the Fettiplace family. 

We visited some churches in North Buckinghamshire at the beginning of 
September. Firstly All Saints at Hillesden, a truly magnificent church 
which richly deserves being known as "the cathedral in the fields". From 
there we went to Middle Claydon, Soulbury and Fenny Stratford all of which 
were enjoyable, the last having a fine heraldic ceiling and window. 

It would seem that Nan has successfully passed on her weather charm to me 
as we have had mostly sunny days for our outings and, when there was rain, 
it obligingly waited until we were on our homeward journey. 

Margaret Young 

SPOOF HERALDRY 

SCHWEPPSH1RE, COUNTY OF 

Some twenty years ago the advertising staff of Schweppes Limited created a 
spoof coat of arms for the 
imaginary County of Schweppshire 
having carefully obtained the 
views of the College of Arms. 
Created by Stephen Potter the coat 
of arms was illustrated by George 
Him. 
Arms-Quarterly: 1. or three 
bowlers sable, for City, 2. sable 
the battlements of a tower gules, 
thereon a ghoul ancestral also 
gules holding in the dexter hand a 
sword point downwards and 
supporting with the sinister arm a 
head truncated argent, for 
Schwepstow; 3. azure a 
cirro-cumulus therefrom issuing 
rain proper, for Fogschwepster ; 4. 
or a bend gobony azure and argent 
between two helmets Metropolitan 
azure, for Schmeppesminster. 
Inescutcheon - vert Ye Olde Cottage 
proper, smoke passant sable, for 
Isle of Schweppey. Crest - Lion 
sejant guardant proper, armed 
umbrella sable, crowned bowler 
proper. Supporters - dexter: a 
batsman habited argent, capped 
vert, bearded gules, holding 
cricket bat proper; sinister: a 
Sherlock proper holding in mouth a 
meerschaum or. 

Alan Teasdale 
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A CHARMING SUBJECT 

It all started with two bracelets given to me by my elder sister when she decided 
she no longer wanted them. They were pretty and I liked them, - so I wore them. 
That they were heraldic did not mean anything to me at the time. 
It was not until I went abroad with my parents in 1961 that my interest was 
rekindled. We travelled by car through several European countries and, as a 
souvenir, I bought charms from some of the places we visited. I repeated the 
exercise when I went to stay with my sister in Italy a few years later and when we 
went to Oberammagau in 1970. 

My various trips around Scotland and visits to Wales have also been fruitful. 
Occasional days out and Heraldry visits have also had their moments! My family and 
friends have made contributions, mostly from places I am unlikely to see, such as 
Hong Kong, Bermuda and Australia. Most of the British but only a few of the 
European charms are heraldic. 

Several things have happened to a number of my charms. One, from Igls in Austria, 
was on varnished paper which has since become damaged; when Augsburg's enamel was 
smashed I stuck it together with clear nail varnish! The Paris charm was lost on 
our trip to Italy, reappearing under the mat when the car was cleaned on our 
return! The Brighton charm was also mislaid so when next on the South Coast I 
bought a replacement. Then, - you've guessed it, - the original turned up and 
there was a difference; the bordure of one contained six martlets the other 
eight! In similar vein my charm from Scotland shews a lion argent, on a field 
gules instead of the usual gules on or! 

I cannot always find charms in the places they represent; Augsburg was not bought 
in Augsburg and Venice was bought in Milan. I have been given charms from 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem. From Malta I acquired a Maltese cross with a Templar 
cross on it. I am now filling up my fourth bracelet but I no longer wear them as I 
am afraid of losing some of the charms and I wonder if there is some other way of 
displaying them? An heraldic waistcoat or perhaps a wall mounted display? Any 
suggestions? 

To date I have 82 charms, 61 of which are heraldic. I do not have a favourite but 
I like the simplicity of the cross of Glastonbury and a ship coming from the castle 
of Bristol. I find this a fascinating hobby, a small memento of a place visited, 
and quite inexpensive although prices have risen since I started my collection. It 
gives me a lot of pleasure to be reminded of past holidays and to plan those for 
the future. 

Angela Dickson 
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