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Be Dalig — a Mliddlegex Familpy

by Marjorie Kirby

The De Salis's came to Middlesex as emigrants in the
T «:. mid-18th century and from then
4 . until 1920 they lived in various
houses in the
Hillingdon/Harlington area and
many of them are buried, or have
memorials in Harlington Parish
Church.

The Salis nobles, whe must have
been Salian Franks, possessed Salic
lands in the Bregaglia Valley in the
Grisons in Switzerland in the 10th century-and lived in the
castle of Catellatz

Subsequently they adopted a shield of arms (forming in
heraldic terms) a rebus or allusion to the name - that is a
willow tree or salix. Today we should call it a canting coat.
Paly of six Argent and Gules on AT

a chief Or a willow free proper. g
The story begins in 1161
when Gubertus von Salis was
elected 5th Grandmaster of
the Knights of St. John of
Jerusalem. In 1600 Baptista Tt Y-
von Salis was made Knight : =

of the Golden Spur, a Papal order, and Count Palatine of
the Palace of Lateran - a hereditary title. Although this
was a papal title the De Salis family later embraced a
Protestant form of religion and many members of the
family have so remained.

Peter von Salis was Seigneur of the Imperial fief of
Oberach and envoy from the Grisons to Queen Anne.

He was made a Count of the Holy Roman Empire by
Francis |, Emperor of Austria, on 12th March 1746 -
another hereditary title. The title of Count of the Holy
Roman Empire was conferred on the grantee with the
remainder to his descendants of both sexes for all time.
Jerome, his only son, 2nd Count of the Holy Roman
Empire came to England about 1730 and was
immediately naturalised by a special Act of Parliament
and was appointed envoy from England to the Crisons.
Jerome's arms illustrate his ancestry and honours - the
shield is divided into four quarters: Ist & 4th - Or an
eagle displayed Sable (the arms of the Holy Roman
Empire) 2nd & 3rd — Azure three bends sinister wavy
Argent a lion rampant and crowned Or brandishing in the

(F ounded 1976)
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HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE OBERACH DE SALIS

right paw a sword proper hilt gold (Oberach fiefdom)
over all (in pretence) an inescutcheon per fess bearing the
De Salis arms. The supporters are dexter - a leopard
guardant Or & sinister a griffin reguardant Or.

The motto reads Pro Deo rege et Patria (for God King
and Country) - rege heing added when Jerome settled in
England.

Jerome was the first De Salis to buy property in
Hariington and he married Mary Fane, daughter of
Charles, 1= Viscount Fane of Ireland whose arms are:-
Azure three dexter gauntlets Or. He was the great-
grandson of Francis, Earl of Westmoreland. Jerome
died in 1794 and a son, Peter, who succeeded him
became Lord of Dawiey Manor in 1772 and occupied
the house, Dawiey Court,

Jerome, 4th Count, married three times - firstly, Sophia
Drake whose father lived at Hilingdon Place. When she
died at an early age he inherited the house but this was
in the period of the Napoleonic Wars and French
sounding names like De Salis aroused suspicion - so
Jerome applied for, and received, Royal Licence to adopt
the arms and the name of the Fane, family in addition to
his own - so they became Fane De Salis.

| Mary Fane was Jerome's
grandmother and she traced
her descent from some of
the most noble and illustrious
families in the kingdom

including Despenser,
Beaufort, Neville and
Beauchamp. Because

Jerome was the next
representative of the second
and last Viscount Fane he
was able to show this in his arms.

And now the achievement of the Fane De Salis family
became:- Quarterly of six -

1. De Salis 2 Fane

4. Beaufort 5. Neville

3.. Despenser
6. Beauchamp
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There are four crests - three for De Salis - an eagle
displayed, a demi-woman and the fourth for Fane -a
bull’s head.

On 4th April 1809 Jerome was granted Rovyal Licence to
himself and descendants to use the title “Count” in the
UK. Note the Count’s coronet.

The 5th Count returned to Switzerland to live and
served in the Swiss Guards. But Rodolf, one of his
brothers served in the 8™ (Royal Irish) Hussars and
was with them at Balaclava when they took part in the
Charge of the Light Brigade.

A sister Henrietta married Colonel Bisse Challoner of
Portnall Park, Virginia Water - “only a biscuit’s toss” from
Middlesex across the Thames, They had no children so
the property was left to yet another brother, Henry
Jerome - and members of the De Salis family lived at
Portnall Park from 1872 until the house was sold in
1924,

The De Salis family have always insisted that their name
should begin with a capital ‘D",
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Queen Alexandra’s Ropal Armpy Pursing
Corps

On 27» March the Queen Alexandra’'s Royal Army
Nursing Corps celebrated its Centenary when all
: members “remembered with pride,
gratitude and eternal affection all
comrades who gave their lives in the
service of their country”,
The badge is described as - the
cypher of Queen Alexandra upon the

Dannebrog, or Danish Cross, the
whole within a laurel wreath and the

motto Sub cruce candida (Under the
White Cross). All ensigned with the Crown..

Queen Alexandra was, of course, the eldest daughter
of King Kristian IX of Denmark hence the use of the
Dannebrog,

4
Saint Antony of Padua

Saint Antony (1195-1231) was born in Lisbon and was a
member of the Order of St Francis. His phenomenal

) knowledge of Holy
( { Scripture, as indicated
by the Book, combined
with his eloguence,
earned him the honour
of being called “the
eldest son of St
Francis”. The lilies refer
to his purity, the stems
to his youth, (he was
only twenty six when

\/’J he died),. Gold Book,

silver lilies with green stems, on a brown field.
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d Yion's Regurrections
by Dr Arnold Rabbow

In the September 2001 special issue of Whe Seaxe
Cynthia Lydiard Cannings reported what Florence of
Worcester wrote about the fate of the early
Thuringians at the hands of the sturdy Saxons and
their seaxes. That event indeed occurred in 531 when
the Franks and the Saxons conguered the Thuringian
kingdom.

However, Thuringia resurfaced after 500 years under a
new dynasty, not of kings, but of landgraves this time,
only to disappear again from the map in 1247 following
the death of the last landgrave. It was then carved up
into a patchwork of petty states, among them the
principalities of Schwarzburg and Reuss (both spiitting
up into half a dozen junior branches each), a dozen
Saxon duchies, of which the best known is the house of
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, which still reigns in Britain today
(albeit under the name of Windsor), with Prussia,
Saxony and Hesse swallowing up the rest.

However, after ancther 700 vears, Thuringia as a
political entity reappeared once again, when the
remaining duchies and principalities were united in 1920
to form the Free State of Thuringia, which, however,
in 1952 was again dissolved, this time by the communist
regime in the former German Democraric Republic.
38 vyears later, after the fall of the totalitarian state in
East Germany resulting in the reunification of
Germany, Thuringia rose again from the ashes to
become one of the 16 Laender (states) of the Federal
Republic.

Thuringia's armorial history reflects the repeated rises
and falls of its territorial existence. Whereas the old
Thuringian kingdom had, of course, not possessed any
arms, the landgraves started with a simple lion coat
(maybe argent on azure) in the
12th century, but added the
peculiar white and red stripes
quite soon (in heraldic blazon:
azure, a lion barry gules and
argent; in the beginning the
number of stripes was not
fixed).

The most appealing explanation
of those stripes is a romantic
love story involving two saints. In 1211 Elizabeth, four-
year old daughter of the king of Hungary, was
betrothed to the young landgrave Ludwig IV, aged
eleven. Legend has it that she brought the red and
white stripes of the Hungarian arms with her to
Thuringia. in 1220 the young couple, very much in love
with each other, married. Elizabeth and Ludwig both
were very pious. Elizabeth gave away most of her
wordly belongings to the poor. After her husband had
died on a crusade in 1227, the new landgrave, Ludwig's
brother, got tired of Elizabeth's habits. Once he
surprised Elizabeth when she was on the way to the
villagers and harshly demanded she uncover her basket
which as usual contained all sorts of alms. When she






