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The Chairman and members of your Committee wish all our readers a 

and a 

hoping that the world becomes peaceful again allowing us all to enjoy 

our lives and hobbies without fear of unexpected and undeserved violence. 

Once again our members 
have been invited to the home 
of Nan and Pete Taylor 

for a New Year get together 
on Saturday 4th January 2003 

+ + + + + 
Nan & Pete have had serious trouble with flooding 

due to a leaking roof and this invitation is dependent 
on the house drying out in time. 

We are even more grateful than usual as 
most of us, in similar circumstances, would 

not even have considered a party at all! 

Editorial 
Our Chairman has appealed to us to change the style of 
Seaxe by not highlighting so many names and titles in 
general text articles. He suggests that older readers 
may, like himself, have difficulty in switching from one 
font to another quite so often. So here goes - if, having 
read this issue, you wish to comment we should be 
delighted to hear from you by letter or by E-mail. 

+ + + + + 
Thought for the Day 
Antique is a magic word that makes something 
worthless suddenly priceless - (hum, 

News of our patron 
Hubert Chesshyre, Norroy and Ulster King of Arms, is 
recovering slowly but surely from the results of a stroke 
suffered earlier in the year which affected both his 
memory and his speech. All members of the Middlesex 
Heraldry Society hope that 2003 will see him fully 
returned to the best of health. 

+ + + + + 
Saint Wenceslas 
Prince-duke of Bohemia and patron saint of 
Czechoslovakia, the 'Good King Wenceslas' of the 
Christmas carol. He was raised as a Christian by his 

grandmother, Saint Ludmilla, 
who was murdered by his pagan 
mother in 921 and became 
regent until Wenceslas came of 
age in 924. He encouraged 
German missionaries to come to 
Bohemia , and put his duchy 
under the protection of King 
Henry the Fowler of Germany. In 
929 Wenceslas was murdered by 

his pagan brother, Boleslav, as he was kneeling in prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament. His remains were interred 
in Saint Vitus Cathedral in Prague. His badge is described 
as a red banner, white eagle and gold staff all on a 
silver field. 
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Heraldry in the Churchof S t Illtyd, 
Newcastle, Bridgend by Tony Jones 

(When we asked our good friend Tony Jones, current 
Chairman of the Bath Heraldic Society, to write a "My 
Home Town" he said that he was born in a small village in 
Wales where he doesn't think they had even heard of 
heraldry let alone possessed any! The nearest large 
town is Bridgend and he has therefore sent us a 
delightfully illustrated (by himself) article on the heraldry 
in the church of St. Illtyd, Newcastle, Bridgend). 

BRIDGEND 

Bridgend is a pleasant residential and market town 
twenty miles west of Cardiff and twenty six miles east 
of Swansea. It is situated on the river Ogmore which 
divides its old Newcastle on the west and Oldcastle on 
the east. At the top of the hill on the west of the town 
is the site of a castle which was called Newcastle as early 
as the beginning of the 12th century. The ruins 
presently existing there are probably the remains of late 
12th or early 13th century erection, and consist of an 
inner ward with girdling wall, flanking towers, and an 
excellent Norman gateway. All traces of the Keep which 
probably formed part of the original fortification have 
entirely disappeared. 
The church at Newcastle, which adjoins the castle ruin, 
has had a long, and at times, turbulent history. Its 
beginnings were probably in pre-Norman times, but the 
first written record we have is a confirmation of a grant 
to Tewkesbury Abbey by Robert FitzHamon, the knight 
who led the Norman conquest of Glamorgan (c.1091-3), 
dated 1106, including the 'ecclesiam de Nova Castella'. 
We can tell from this that there was a church and castle 
and that it was called "New" as far back as the beginning 
of the 12th century. After this date there are quite a 

number of documents relating to the church and lands 
in the parish. The records are incomplete and the story 
is rather complicated, but it is clear that Newcastle must 
have been very desirable, as the Abbeys of Margam and 
Neath, as well as Tewkesbury, all had interest in it. 
Margam managed to acquire land from both Payn de 
Turbervill ~, Norman lord of the manor, who appeared 
to be short of money at that time, and from Morgam 
Gain, Lord of Afan, who having been invaded by Madoc 
ap Maredudd in 1150, sought the "protection" of 
William, Earl of Gloucester, and so was probably obliged 
to make over his land in Newcastle to the Abbey. 
Morgan's sons resented this, especially Leison, who for 
several years contested this gift and who was finally 
made to swear on the 'most precious wood of the True 
Cross and on the reliques of Saints', that he would 
confirm the grant of land by his father to Margam. 
Leison, however, persisted in his conflicts and again in 
1213 he undertakes not to molest the monks 'in a 
garden at Newcastle, given them by Walter Lagheles 
(after whom Laleston is named). Even in 1226 Welshmen 
burnt three towns in Glamorgan, of which Newcastle 
was one, so that the early church saw much dissension 
around it and hardly went unscathed. 
Disputes continued over the years between Margam, 
Neath and Tewkesbury over the lands and titles of St. 
Leonards, Newcastle. Eventually in 1268 Margam was 
allowed the tithes by Tewkesbury who had the 
patronage of the vicarage and a yearly rent was fixed. 
This agreement lasted until 1486 when, as a result of a 
Deed of Lease of exchange of properties, Margam took 
over the tithes of Newcastle and Kenfig. After the 
dissolution of the monasteries the rectory and tithes of 
Newcastle were sold to Sir Rice Mansel, and remained 
part of the Margam estate until the redemption of 
tithes. 

St. Illtyd's Church was originally dedicated to St. 
Leonard. It is not known when the dedication was 
changed, but it may possibly have been re-dedicated 
along with the major church alterations of the Tudor 
period, when the Roman Catholic religion was 
abandoned. St. Illtyd's is an edifice in the Early 
Decorated style with an embattled western tower as its 
oldest part, and a probable date of 1600 has been 
suggested for it. The remainder of the church was 
largely reconstructed in 1853, when the north aisle was 
added. 
One suspects that the thoroughness of the Victorian 
architects in their restoration schemes removed all 
traces of any medieval heraldry the church may have 
held. That which exists today is to be found in the 
vestry built in the last century. At the bases of the 
principals of the roof are eight shields, six of which are 
emblazoned with the arms of families who have held the 
lordship of the Manor of Newcastle since the 12th 
century, i.e., FitzHamon, Turbervill, Berkrolles, Gamage, 
Sydney, Earl of Leicester and the Earls of Dunraven. 
The remaining two shields display the arms of the 
Talbots of Margam, lay rectors, and the late Bishop 
Richard Lewis, Bishop of Llandaff (1883 -1905): 



1. Azure a lion rampant gardant gold for FITZHAMON. 
A kinsman of the Dukes 

of Normandy, Robert 
FitzHamon, was the first 
Norman to fight his way 
into Glamorgan about 
1093. He married Sybyl, 
daughter of Roger de 
Belisme, Earl of 
Shrewsbury, who bore 
him four daughters. In 
common with many of 
the Norman nobility, 
FitzHamon had estates in 

Normandy, and it was there at the battle of Tinchbrai, 
28 September 1106, he received a spear wound to the 
head, from which he died the following year. He was 
buried at Tewkesbury Abbey which he had founded. 
These arms were attributed to him by the medieval 
heralds following his death. 

2. Checky Gold and Gules a fess Ermine for TURBERVILL 
A family who were in Glamorgan as early as 1126 in the 
company of Earl Robert of 
Gloucester, and by the end 
of the 12th century were 
lords of Coity. The 
Turbervills continued to 
hold the manor of Coity 
until the last years of the 
14th century, when the 
direct male line ended with 
Sir Richard. The property 
then went to his nephew 
Sir Lawrence de Berkrolles. 

3. Azure a chevron between three crescents Gold for 
BERKROLLES. 
This family held the manor 
of East Orchard near St. 
Athan, from late in the 
reign of Edward I (1272-
1307), until 1412, when Sir 
Lawrence de Berkrolles the 
last of the main line died 
without issue. 

4. Silver five fusils in bend 
Gules, on a chief Azure three 
Gold escallops, for GAMAGE. 
Following the death of Sir 
Lawrence de Berkrolles in 
1412, the Coity lordship 
passed to his kinsman Sir 
William Gamage of Rogiet, 
Monmouthshire, whose 
grandfather had married Sarah daughter of Sir Payn de 
Turbervill and Gwenllian, daughter of Sir Richard Talbot. 

5. Azure a barbed 
arrowhead (pheon) Gold 
for SYDNEY. 
The Coity estate came to 
the Sydney family in 1586 
by the marriage of the 

Barbara Gamage 
Robert Sydney, 
Earl of Leicester 

6. Quarter(y, 1st & 4th, Vert a pegasus and a chief gold 
for QUIN 2nd & 3rd Azure a chevron between three lions 
heads erased gold for WYNDHAM. 
Wyndham Henry Wyndham-Quin, 2nd Earl of Dunraven 
(died 1850), married 
Caroline Wyndham (d. 
1870) daughter and sole 
heir of Thomas Wyndham 
(died 1814) of Dunraven. 
He assumed by Royal 
Licence in 1815 the 
additional surname of 
Wyndham prefixed to 
that of Quin, and 
quartered the Wyndham 
arms. According to 
Thomas Nichols in his History and Antiquities of 
Glamorgan (1874) the arms of Quin are rightly - Vert a 
pegasus passant Ermine a chief gold. 

7. Gules a lion rampant 
within a border engrailed 
gold for TALBOT.. 
These arms are borne by 
the Talbots of Margam 
but are originally of Welsh 
origin, and were first 
borne as early as 1301 by 
Richard Talbot, son of 
Gilbert Talbot and 
Gwenllian daughter of 

Rhys Mechyl (d. 1244), Lord of Dinefwr, in right of his 
mother who was the heiress of the house of 
Deheubarth. The 
engrailed border 
was not known in 
Wales, and 
Gilbert Talbot 
seems to have 
added it as a 
mark of 
difference. 

8. Sable two 
croziers in 
saltire, the dexter 
Gold and the 
sinister Silver, on 
a chief Azure 
three Gold mitres 
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for the SEE of LLandaff impaling the personal arms of 
Bishop Richard Lewis, Bishop of Llandaff (1883-1905) -
Quarterly, 1st and 4th Gules three snakes entwined Silver 
within a border engrailed Gold for LEWIS; 2nd and 3rd 
Sable a lion rampant within an orle of cinquefoils Silver 
for EDWARDES, 

NOTES AND REFERENCES 
1. The earliest reference to Bridgend is dated 11 
December 1444, when a document uses the phrase 
given at Bryggen Eynde, Another document dated 1452 
refers to de Brugeende juxta Coytyf. Bridgend is a 
manor of Coity Anglia or the Englishry of Coity and the 
official name was always Bridgend. The Welsh form of 
Pen-y-bont (end of the bridge) is a literary form never 
used in official documents. 
2. The earliest reference to the site of Newcastle is in a 
confirmation by Henry I of a grant by Robert FitzHamon 
to Tewkesbury Abbey dated 1106 and includes the 
phrase - ecclesiam de Novo Castello. 
3. Little is known of Payn (Paganus) de Turbervill the 
first holder of the lordship of Coity, but he acquired the 
nick-name of the demon in Latin and English - in Welsh 
cythraul, and therefore we may be certain that even in 
that age of violence he was a particularly rough 
individual 
4. In their display of the scallop shell the Gamage family 
reflect the religious attitudes of the Middle Ages. The 
scallop is the emblem of the shrine of the Apostle, 
James, whose body was supposed to rest in the 
Cathedral of Compostella in north-west Spain. This ' 
shrine remained a popular centre of pilgrimage 
throughout the Middle Ages, and men and women from 
England made the long and arduous voyage in the tiny 
ships of the time to win the right to the coveted shell 
badge of a pilgrim. The earliest example of the Gamage 
arms do not show the scallop shells, which must have 
been earned later by a member of that family who 
made the pilgrimage to Compostella. 
5. The Coat of Arms of the town of Bridgend was 
initially granted to Bridgend Urban District Council on 
the 18th June 1951. It is blazoned as follows:-: Vert a 
salmon leaping to the dexter proper on a chief Sable a 
bridge of two arches masoned gold. Crest - a raven 
proper between two garbs gold. The leaping salmon 
(Welsh cog) refers to the River Ogmore which flows 
through the town and its fish whilst the bridge refers to 
the medieval bridge which still survives as a footway 
across the river. 

+ + + + + 

Spurious Heraldry 

We wonder if any of our readers 
can identify what we believe to be 
a bit of spurious heraldry? Answer 
in next Seaxe. 

+ + + + + 

In the time of Queen Dick 
by Cynthia Lydiard- Cannings 

No.15 - THE HOUSE OF BRERETON 

What the royal expletive does that young fool think he's 
doing! exclaimed the king. 
His battle-weary companions turned to follow his gaze. 
Taking the enemy by storm, from the look of it. Your 
Grace, replied one, hardly sparing a glance from the 
important business of binding a scarf round a gash in his 
sword arm. A favourite ploy of mine, I remember, when 
I was his age. Yours, too, he added, under his breath. 
But there was nothing wrong with the king's hearing. 
With a handful of men and no support? If he thrusts 
forward like that doesn't he realize he'll be cut off? 
Swiftly he issued orders. I don't remember you were 
ever that foolish, Brereton, and certainly I was not! 
Foolish, sire? You? Who would dare suggest it? But 
were you never young, and eager, and perhaps a little 
rash? Wasn't there an occasion at - ? 
Enough! Your memory is too long! 
But accurate, sire! 
The scarf tightened to his satisfaction, Brereton turned 
once more to the struggle engaging his master's 
attention. That ridge commands the enemy's flank. If 
he can win it -
He will not hold it, and will pay for the attempt with his 
life. The reinforcements I've despatched can never 
reach him in time. 
At that moment, from beyond a small copse, a company 
of English horse rode into view. The enemy, fearing a 
trap, broke and fled; Brereton, his wounds forgotten, 
permitted himself a smile. 
The ridge is ours, Your Grace. And with it, belike, the 
battle. What say you now? 
Am I to excuse recklessness, because it is matched by 
good fortune? No order of mine brought that cavalry 
to him; he must thank God for it. 
As we did, I remember, on that occasion at — 
Come, the king went on hurriedly, we must not neglect 
the advantage he has won us. But when the field is ours 
he shall hear his faults, before he is knighted for his 
courage. 
That evening, in the king's tent, the young man knelt 
patiently to endure his sovereign's reproof. 
... so rashly venturing your life! Who is your father? It 
seems to me he should have clapped a muzzle on that 
reckless folly long ere this. 
I have tried. Your Grace, said Brereton, stepping 
forward. With a rueful smile he met his lord's outraged 
stare. Yes, sire. He is my son. 
Then my rebuke was phrased more aptly than I knew. 
Let you be proud, my friend, of such a son to inherit 
your arms; but your crest he shall not inherit. 
Brereton's smile faded. What dishonour was this? But 
to his relief the king smiled. 
Where a father has tried and failed, a king may succeed. 
I will so muzzle your son, that each time he arm for 
battle he shall take thought; I value courage, but I will 
not tolerate folly. 


